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Bonnie Morneweg, Johnston City florist, whose idea sparked Andresen’s

annual Valentine’s Dinner.

A Valentine Tradition Rooted in
Friendship and Community

For more than 20 years,
Valentine’s Day in Johnston
City has meant more than
flowers and cards—it has
meant gathering around
the table, sharing a meal,
and celebrating communi-
ty. What began as a simple
idea has grown into an an-
ticipated annual tradition
at Andresen’s Restaurant
and Event Center, 215 E.
Broadway in Johnston City.

Andresen’s  Valentine’s
Dinner traces its roots back
to the late Bonnie Morne-
weg, Johnston City’s long-
time florist and a beloved
friend to many. Bonnie was

<

the one who first suggested
trying a special Valentine's
dinner. She passed away
in 2009, but her idea lives
on—proving she was right
all along.

Andresen’s owner An-
thony Spiller remembers
Bonnie especially this time
of'year. “She helped me with
anything I wanted to do,” he
said. "I even used her sign
at the four-way to advertise
the café.

Their friendship began
years earlier, when Beanie
Babies were the big craze.
Bonnie was overwhelmed

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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City to recognize local service members,
seeking names from community

The City of Johnston City is
preparing to formally rec-
ognize members of the local
community who are cur-
rently serving in the United
States military, including
active-duty personnel, re-
servists, and members of
the National Guard.

The effort is being led
by former City Councilman
William Hatfield, who is
working with city leaders
to compile an accurate list
of service members with
ties to Johnston City. Those
recognized will be present-
ed with a certificate of ap-
preciation during a future
City Council meeting. For
service members deployed
or serving outside the area,
certificates will be present-
ed to family members.

“This is just a small way
for our community to say
thank you to our men and
women in uniform,” Hat-
field said. “"We want them to
know that their service and
sacrifice have not gone un-
noticed back home.

To ensure accuracy, the
city is asking family mem-
bers and friends of service
members to submit the
correct spelling of names,
along with current rank
and branch of service. Hat-
field noted that, in some
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One of many service members the
city hopes to honor, Hayden Byrley,
in active service with the US Army
and a firefighter with the JC Fire
Department (JCFD photo).

Johnston City makes its pitch:

Leaders launch business

recruitment effort

Johnston City leaders are
taking a proactive step
to attract new business-
es and investment, rolling
out a formal outreach let-
ter aimed at site selectors,
developers, and corporate
decision-makers across the
region and beyond.

The letter, prepared by
the Johnston City Planning
and Development Commit-
tee and recently approved
for distribution by the City
Council, clearly signals:
Johnston City is open for
business—and ready to grow.
The document outlines the
city’s location advantages,
available commercial land,
workforce strengths, and
willingness to partner di-
rectly with businesses to
bring projects from concept
to construction.

A Strategic Location with
Room to Grow

At the heart of the pitch
is Johnston City’s position
along Interstate 57, with
immediate access and vis-
ibility at Exit 59 on one of
Southern Illinois" busiest
transportation  corridors.
City leaders emphasize that
Johnston City sits just north
of Marion’s expanding
STAR Bonds district, plac-
ing it at the doorstep of the
region’s next wave of com-
mercial and destination de-
velopment.

The letter highlights
more than 240 acres of
commercial land near the
interstate—both north and
south of the interchange—
available for development
now. City officials note that
they are prepared to assist
with introductions, entitle-
ments, utilities, and time-
lines to keep projects mov-
ing efficiently.

Incentives, Workforce, and
Connectivity

Johnston  City’s partici-
pation in the Williamson
County Enterprise Zone
and its openness to Tax
Increment Financing (TIF)
are key selling points. Ac-
cording to the letter, these
tools can be structured
to support projects where
appropriate, helping busi-
nesses manage startup and
expansion costs.

The city also touts its
workforce and livability.
With a high rate of home-
ownership, a short average
commute, and access to re-
gional labor in healthcare,
transportation, warehous-
ing, and education, John-
ston City positions itself as
both business-friendly and
family-friendly. Proximity
to Southern Illinois Univer-
sity Carbondale and daily
air service out of Veterans
Airport of Southern Illinois
further strengthens its re-
gional connectivity.

A Hands-On, Pro-
Development Approach

Perhaps most notable is
the city’'s commitment to
hands-on project support.
The letter promises “one-
stop project shepherding’
offering site tours, per-
mitting coordination, and
timeline management,
along with a goal of align-
ing approvals and infra-
structure planning with
a business’s construction
schedule.

“We want to be a part-
ner, not a hurdle,” the mes-
sage conveys—an approach
city leaders believe will set
Johnston City apart in a

competitive  development
landscape.
How Residents Can Help

City officials say this effort
doesn'’t stop with one letter.

Why businesses
should look at
Johnston City:

* |-57 visibility at Exit 59

* 240+ acres of devel-
opment-ready land

¢ Enterprise Zone &
TIF opportunities

* Workforce access tied
to regional growth

City leaders are
actively recruiting
new businesses and
development.

Know a business owner
or corporate decision-
maker? Help spread the
word about Johnston City.

Residents are encouraged
to share Johnston City's
strengths with friends, fam-
ily members, and contacts
who live or work outside
the area—especially those
who own businesses or in-
fluence corporate location
decisions.

A conversation, a for-
warded article, or a men-
tion of Johnston City’s in-
terstate access, available
land, and supportive local
leadership could help open
doors. Community pride
and word-of-mouth advo-
cacy remain powerful tools
in shaping the city’s future.

As the letter concludes,
Johnston City is sending
a clear message: Growth
is welcome here—and the
community is ready to build
it together.

cases, these certificates
may also be used by service
members as documentation
toward promotion points or
professional advancement
within their military ca-
reers.

Hatfield, who also orga-
nizes Johnston City's an-
nual Memorial Day obser-
vance, shared additional
news regarding the 2026
ceremony. The Kkeynote
speaker for this year's Me-
morial Day service will be
Kenny Hilliard, a Desert
Storm veteran who retired
as the highest-ranking
non-commissioned  offi-
cer in the United States Air
Force.

X
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Local Realtor featured as lllinois host on national TV

Local Realtor Alysa Bunting
is bringing Southern Illi-
nois to a national audience
as an Illinois host on The
American Dream TV, a tele-
vision program focused on
business, community, and
entrepreneurship.

Bunting, owner and des-
ignated managing broker
of Indigo Realty LLC, ap-
peared as a host in a recent
episode of the series, which
highlights local leaders and
positive stories from com-
munities across the coun-
try. The show emphasizes
business growth, lifestyle,
and regional opportunity
rather than traditional news
coverage.

Her debut episode aired
in December, and a local
premiere celebration was
recently held to mark the
occasion.

In addition to her work in
real estate, Bunting is pres-
ident of the Johnston City
Rotary and serves on the
Planning and Development
Committee. She helped draft
the City’s letter inviting pro-
spective businesses to con-
sider Johnston City.

The American Dream TV

airs nationally through the
American Dream Network
and is available on cable,
satellite, and streaming
platforms, including Roku,
Amazon Prime Video, Ap-
ple TV, Amazon Fire TV, and
Tubi, allowing viewers na-
tionwide to watch episodes
on demand.

Alysa Bunting of Indigo Realty appears on location at a Southern lllinois
winery during her debut episode as an lllinois host on The American Dream
TV. (Photo: the American Dream Network)

INFORM -+ UNITE -

PROMOTE

“LET US CONSIDER HOW WE MAY SPUR ONE ANOTHER ON TOWARD LOVE AND GOOD DEEDS."—HEBREWS 10:24 NIV



Valentine Haiku by

Washington School 6th Graders
SUBMITTED BY MARGIE SANDERS

Red hearts everywhere
Sweet chocolate for my friends
Love is in the air.

—Ava Szynkowski

[ feel enchanted.
My sweetheart, my valentine
I'm your beloved.
—Leia Ray

You are my sweetheart.
My heart melts when I see you.
You are my sunshine.

—Charlee Miller

Passion means true love.
Love means you cherish someone.
Be my valentine.

—Aleah Taylor

A day about love

Chocolates and red roses

Hearts are everywhere.
—Addison Norris

How charming you are
How my heart yearns to have you
How cupid helps me

—Miles Leitzen

My constant thinking
Her big blue eyes twinkling
[ admire her so.
—Braxton Moon

My sweet valentine
Moonstruck when I saw you dear
A bliss grazed my heart.

—Rogue Cruz

Devotion is made.
Memories are beginning.
Love is happening.
—Jaxson Miller

Butterflies flutter

In my life like the night stars

Shooting through the sky
—Dennis Leeper

Picnics in the park
Red roses everywhere
You are my sweetheart.
—Marlee Thompson

Butterflies dancing

Devotion rushing through me

You shine through the dark.
—Mason Biggs

You are beautiful.
Your personality shines.
Your eyes are pretty.
—Ryder Smith

Moonstruck valentine
You're enchanted like the moon.
Your eyes twinkle bright.

—Jo Jo Thorne

Cupid struck my heart.
Adore your beloved crush.
Sweetheart, valentine

—Corvin Johnson

You enchant me like
Nerves inside me exploding
On this crazy day
—Brendan Jones

The poem below is from Reflections
of an Imperfect Woman by Barbara
Kee Vatovec, available locally at
Down Home Comforts.

You make my heart smile.
Cupid’s arrow shoots the heart.
Colorful roses

—Aiden Dudley

[ feel enchanted
Every time I see you
And my heart flutters.
—Harper Williams

My pupils grow big.
Butterflies begin to fly.
I love your bright smile.
—Juliana Adams

Butterflies flutter.
My heart starts to melt for you.
[ admire you.
—Draven Verschueren

When I see you
My brain completely turns off.
I can't stop looking.
—Lyric Neill

My beautiful love
You enchanted my heart dear.
I grew fond of you.
—Gemma Lingafelter

Stars shine like your eyes.
Twinkling through the night sky
Like my devotion.

—Olivia Keller

Moonstruck for your heart
Love you from the moon and back
Love you like the world

—Olivia Keller

Valentine’s Dinner
FROM PAGE 1

with shipments, and a
young Anthony—just 12 or
13 at the time—offered to
help her unbox them. “She
reminded me a lot of my
grandma Joy," he said. “I'd
sit up there and we'd just
talk.”

As he got older and could
drive, Anthony would help
however he could—de-
livering flowers to funer-
al homes in Bonnie’s van,
never expecting payment.
‘I didn’t want pay,” he said.
‘T just wanted to help my
friend.

Those memories are part
of what makes the Valen-
tine’s Dinner special. It's
not just about the food—
it's about the people who
shaped Johnston City and
the sense of communi-
ty that we share. Anthony
credits growing up sur-
rounded by that generation
of local business owners
and mentors. “I was lucky
to grow up with them,” he
said.

At press time, this year’s
Valentine's Dinner is almost

Café owner Anthony Spiller and his mother Tina Lindsey, dressed to serve
guests at a past Valentine’s Dinner (photo provided by Spiller)

sold out as usual. Spiller
expressed gratitude to the
many couples who return
year after year. “Thanks to
everyone who keeps com-

Lincoln in Southern Illinois, Celebrating Feb. 12
Why the Prairie State still claims Abraham Lincoln—and why we once had the day off

By the time Abraham Lin-
coln became the 16th pres-
ident of the United States,
Illinois had already shaped
him—and he had already
shaped Illinois, now tagged
as the Land of Lincoln. His
rise from frontier lawyer to
national leader happened
here, in courthouses, town
squares, and debate plat-
forms across the state. For
generations of Illinoisans,
that shared history was rea-
son enough to set apart his
birthday, February 12, as a
special day.

Lincoln’s Illinois story

Lincoln arrived in Illinois
as ayoung man in 1830 and
never truly left. He worked

as a rail-splitter, clerk,
surveyor, soldier, lawyer,
legislator, and congress-

man—roles that rooted him
in everyday Illinois life. He
represented central and
southern Illinois on the old
Eighth Judicial Circuit, rid-
ing from town to town to try
cases and argue law before
neighbors who knew him
by name.

Illinois launched Lin-
coln onto the national stage
during the Lincoln-Douglas
Debates, seven face-to-face
encounters that drew mas-
sive crowds and fixed the
issue of slavery’s expansion
squarely in the nation’s
mind. Two years later, Illi-
nois delivered its favorite
son to the presidency.

Why Illinois celebrates
Lincoln’s birthday

For much of the 20th cen-
tury, February 12—Lincoln’s
birthday—was an official
Illinois school holiday, and
many residents remember
classrooms closed, ceremo-
nies held, and Lincoln’s life
retold in assemblies and
lessons. The day honored
more than a man; it cele-
brated values Illinoisans
believed he embodied: per-
severance, fairness, humil-
ity, and unity in the face of
division.

While the federal gov-
ernment never made Lin-
coln’s birthday a national
holiday, Illinois did—and
for decades it stood along-
side Washington’s Birthday
as a distinet observance.

When Lincoln’s Birthday,
Presidents Day merged

The change came at the na-
tional level. In 1968, Con-
gress passed the Uniform
Monday Holiday Act, which
took effect in 1971. The law
moved several federal hol-
idays—including Washing-
ton’s Birthday—to Mondays

to create long weekends.
Over time, Washington'’s
Birthday became popularly
known as Presidents Day
and was widely treated as a
combined observance hon-
oring multiple presidents,
including Lincoln.

Illinois schools and lo-
cal governments gradual-
ly aligned their calendars
with the federal Monday
holiday, and February 12
ceased to be a separate day
off for many students, even
though Lincoln’s legacy
remained central to state
identity.

Importantly, Illinois
never abandoned Lincoln.
Lincoln's  Birthday (Feb.
12) remains an official Illi-
nois state holiday for state
government—one of the
few states to keep it—while
Presidents Day is also ob-
served. What changed was
how schools and communi-
ties scheduled time ofT.

How close did Lincoln
come to Johnston City?

Johnston City itself did not
exist during Lincoln’s life-
time—it was founded de-
cades later—but Lincoln
came remarkably close.
The nearest document-
ed appearance was Jones-
boro, about 45 miles south
of present-day Johnston
City, where Lincoln debat-
ed Stephen A. Douglas on
September 15, 1858. That
debate—one of the most

ing back,” he said. “Bonnie
had a good idea—and it’s
become something really
special.”

LINCOLN IN OUR AREA

Historians confirm Abraham
Lincoln practiced law in
Williamson County during
Eighth Judicial Circuit Court
terms in 1843-44, the late
1840s, and the early 1850s.
His cases often involved debt,
contracts, and land disputes,
common in southern lllinois.

Though rarely headline-
making, this circuit work
helped establish Lincoln’s
reputation as a fair, careful,
and persuasive lawyer,
building relationships that
later supported his rise to
national leadership.

intense of the series—took
place in deep southern Illi-
nois, in a region sharply di-
vided over slavery and the
future of the Union.

Lincoln also traveled
and practiced law in other
southern Illinois commu-
nities, including Marion,
Benton, Harrisburg, and
Carbondale. While there’s
no record of him standing
on the ground that would
become Johnston City, he
rode, spoke, argued, and
debated within a day’s
journey of it, among people
whose descendants still live
here.

Why Lincoln still matters

Lincoln’s Illinois story is
not abstract history—it’s
local history. It happened
on muddy roads, in small
towns, and before ordi-
nary citizens wrestling with
extraordinary  questions.
When Illinois  children
once had February 12 off
from school, it wasn't mere-
ly nostalgia or tradition; it
was recognition that Lin-
coln’s character and choic-
es were forged here.

Even without a school
holiday, February 12 re-
mains a reminder that II-
linois didn'’t just produce a
president—it helped pro-
duce a conscience for a na-
tion.

To become a sponsor of Arrow News, call 618-952-1272 or email jcitycenter@gmail.com. JCity Center for Hope and Renewal is a 501¢3 nonprofit. All donations are tax-deductible.
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“THEREFORE ENCOURAGE ONE ANOTHER AND BUILD ONE ANOTHER UP.”—1 THESSALONIANS 5:11 ESV



EDITORIAL

Spring training signals a new season—

and old rivalries

As baseball returns, familiar teams, fresh faces, and a longtime Cubs-
Cardinals rivalry take center stage.

BY JIMMY DEAN
Baseball season 1is just
around the corner as teams
make their way to Flori-
da and Arizona for spring
training.

I think in the past I have
made it clear that my fa-
vorite baseball teams are,
in order, the Texas Rang-
ers, St. Louis Cardinals, and
anyone playing the Chicago
Cubs.

Since the Cubs have
made a pretty good run over
the last couple of years, I
know going into this sea-
son the team in blue will be
a handful for the Cardinals.

In past seasons, Cubs
fans were already looking
forward to next year and
had a lot more losses than
wins. That was before Theo
Epstein. The Cubbies have
built themselves the right
way, from the bottom up.
They have a good front of-
fice, a good manager, and a

great product on the field
that looks to be strong for
many more years.

I'm by no means throw-
ing in the “Birds on the Bat”
towel, but Pete Crow-Arm-
strong and company have
made it a little harder to
brag about winning the di-
vision.

Back when the Cubs
featured Ernie Banks, Ron
Santo, Billy Williams, and
Glenn Beckert, 1 enjoyed
watching them on WGN.
Those guys represented
true baseball players who
loved the game and played
it the right way. Even
though I didn't root for
the Cubs, I did root for the
players.

As T write this, the Ma-
jor League season is just
around the corner. As you
read it, spring training is
under way and the regu-
lar season starts in a few
weeks.

Jimmy Dean

is a freelance
writer and
former mayor
of Johnston
City. He can

be reached at
jrdean@mchsi.com.

The Cardinals made sev-
eral moves, and the Cubs
did as well. As to who made
the best moves—well, that
remains to be determined,
and we won't know for a
while.

Cub fans, take your best
shot at us Cardinal fans. Af-
ter all these years, you have
every right to bask in your
baseball glory. And the Car-
dinals? Well, they seem to
be in what every team calls
‘rebuilding mode,” and we
will wait and see.

Meanwhile, I'll be glued
to the MLB channel watch-
ing my Texas Rangers.

DEVOTIONAL

Renewing Love in the Cold Months

February can be a hard
month in Southern Illinois.
The holidays are long past,
winter still hangs on, and
spring feels more like a
promise than a reality. The
cold settles in—not just out-
side, but sometimes in our
spirits as well.

That's why Jesus’ words
feel especially timely this
time of year: “Love the Lord
your God with all your heart,
with all your soul, and with
all your mind.”

Love like that is a lot like
a three-legged stool. When
all three legs are there, it
stands steady. But if one

BY THE EDITOR

is missing, it doesn't take
much to knock it over.

Loving God and faithful-
ly serving Him requires the
engagement of heart, soul,
and mind. Service without
this full triad of our human-
ity can soon grow as cold
and lifeless as the winter
landscape of Southern Illi-
nois.

In the book of Revelation,
Jesus speaks to the church
at Ephesus. He praises them
for their hard work, endur-
ance, and commitment to
truth. They hadn’t quit. They
hadn’'t compromised. But
He also tells them some-
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thing sobering: “You have
abandoned the love you had
at first”

They were still doing the
right things—but no longer
motivated primarily by their
love for the Lord. Without
loving motives, good deeds
and correct teaching can
turn into joyless drudgery
and heartless dogma—a
spiritual temperature well
below zero.

Perhaps this is a problem
we sense more readily this
time of year. February is full
of routines: getting to work
on icy roads, keeping up
with responsibilities, show-
ing up even when energy
is low. We can do the same
with our faith—serving God
faithfully, but with gritted
teeth instead of glad hearts.

Jesus doesn’'t shame the
church at Ephesus. Instead,
He offers a gentle path for-
ward: remember, repent, and
return. Remember what love
once felt like. Repent—turn
around—from joyless, ob-
ligation-driven faith. And
return to serving God out of
love, not duty.

Loving God with our heart
means allowing warmth
back in—joy, gratitude, and
compassion. Loving Him
with our soul means en-
gaging fully, not running on
spiritual autopilot. Loving
Him with our mind means
letting God guide even the
small, everyday choices we
make.

In a season when win-
ter feels long and patience
wears thin, God invites us
to something better—not
a busier religion, but a re-
newed love.

Faith grounded in love
retains its warmth, even in
February.

Prayer: Lord, in this cold sea-
son, warm our hearts again.
Restore the joy of our sal-
vation and help us love You
Sfully—heart, soul, and mind.

“WHATEVER YOU DO, WORK AT IT WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AS WORKING FOR THE LORD."—COLOSSIANS 3:23 NIV

February Events

FEBRUARY 1
Free Movie Night,
JCity Church, 5 pm

FEBRUARY 3
JC Business Meet &
Greet, 9 am, Andresen’s

Lions Club mtg., JCity
Church, 5:30 pm

FEBRUARY 4
Rotary Lunch,
Andresen’s, Noon

FEBRUARY 10
Valentine's Stuffed Animal
Sleepover, Library, 6 pm

FEBRUARY 11
Dental Safari @
Jefferson School

FEBRUARY 13
School Half Day,
11:30 am dismissal

FEBRUARY 14
Valentine's Day

FEBRUARY 16
Lunch at the Library, 11 am

No School-Presidents’ Day

FEBRUARY 17
Lions Club mtg,, JCity
Church, 5:30 pm

FEBRUARY 18
Rotary, Indigo Realty, 5 pm

FEBRUARY 28
JC Fire Dept. 21st Annual
Chili Dinner, 11 am-5 pm

March Events

MARCH 1
Free Movie Night,
JCity Church, 5 pm

MARCH 3
JC Business Meet &
Greet, Andresen’s, 9 am

Family Worship Center
400 W. 13th St.

Johnston City, IL 62951
(618) 952-1280

Brad & Kelly Dexter, pastors

First Baptist Church
401 E. 7th St.

Johnston City, IL 62951
(618) 983-6455

Larry Stevens, pastor

*First Christian Church
505 E. Broadway Blvd.
Johnston City, IL 62951
618-952-2591

Adam King, pastor

*First United
Methodist Church

400 W. Broadway
Johnston City, IL 62951
618-983-5150

Paul Jacob, pastor

*Heritage Fellowship
(Church of God

of Prophecy)

308 W. 12th St.
Johnston City, IL 62951
Gaylon & Dawn
Stewart, pastors

*JCity Church

(Free Will Baptist)

609 Monroe

Johnston City, IL 62951
618-983-5254

Dr. Randy Carney, pastor

MARCH 3
Lions Club mtg., JCity
Church, 5:30 pm

MARCH 4
Rotary Lunch,
Andresen’s, Noon

MARCH 9-13
No School-Spring Break

MARCH 16
Return to School

MARCH 17
Lions Club mtg., JCity
Church, 5:30 pm

MARCH 18
Rotary, Indigo Realty, 5 pm

MARCH 27
School Half Day,
11:30 am dismissal

MARCH 28

Lions Club Fish Fry,
11 am-2 pm, JCHS
Cafeteria

Public Meetings

FEB. 9, MARCH 9
Library Board mtg., 6:30
pm

FEB. 10, MARCH 10
City Council,

Scout Cabin, 5 pm

FEB. 16, MARCH 16
Planning Commission,
Scout Cabin, 5 pm

FEB. 19, MARCH 19
School Board mtg.,
Unit Office, 6 pm

FEB. 24, MARCH 24
City Council, Scout
Cabin, 5 pm

For calendar updates, please

see Facebook or watch our video
podcasts. To submit an event,
email date, time, and details to
jcitycenter@gmail.com or call 618-
952-1272.

Johnston City United
Pentecostal Church

1101 W. 10th

Johnston City, IL 62951
618-983-5938

Brandon Abernathy, pastor

*St. Paul’s Catholic Church
1103 Washington Ave.
Johnston City, IL 62951
618-983-5073

Father Francis Tambala

*Washington Ave.
Baptist Church

9th and Washington
Johnston City, IL 62951
Barry Robertson, pastor
618-694-2995

Other Ministries

*JC Kids’ Lunch Bunch
¢/o JCity Church
(see above)

*JCity Center for

Hope and Renewal
504 E. Broadway Blvd.
Johnston City, IL 62951
618-952-1272

*J. C. Manna Mission
306 E. Broadway Blvd.
Johnston City, IL 62951
618-983-6262
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Artificial intelligence
once sounded like sci-
ence fiction. Today, it
writes emails, helps stu-
dents study, drives cars,
recommends shows, and
even creates art.

Whether you are a
teacher, parent, student,
business owner, or sim-
ply trying to keep up with
technology, Al is no lon-
ger optional knowledge—
it is part of everyday life.
With all the hype and
jargon surrounding it
what should you actually
know? And what does the
future look like?

Al is a set of tools that
allows machines to “learn”
from data and make de-
cisions, solve problems,
or generate content that
mimics human think-
ing. However, Al does
not think like people do.
It does not feel or under-
stand. Instead, it recog-
nizes patterns and uses
them to predict, generate,
or recommend outcomes.
You likely already use Al
when you ask Alexa or Siri
a question, follow Google
Maps to avoid traffic, re-
ceive Netflix recommen-
dations, or use tools like
ChatGPT or Bing AL

So what should every
layperson know? First,

A SMART LIFE

What the Average Person
Should Know About Al

BY DON MCCHESNEY

Al is a tool—not a magic
wand. It does not know
truth; it knows patterns.
It does not think; it mim-
ics thinking using data.
Because of this, Al can
be helpful or harmful
depending on how it is
trained and used. Bias is a
real risk, which is why hu-
man oversight and ethical
design are essential. Al
also relies heavily on user
data, as companies track
what you click, search,
say, and watch—making it
important to understand
privacy settings and your
rights.

When used well, Al
can save time and ener-
gy. It can help you write
more clearly, stay orga-
nized, brainstorm ideas,
and solve everyday prob-
lems—if you know how to
ask the right questions.

Knowing how to use Al
will become a core skill.
Learning how to interact
with it, evaluate its out-
put, and use it ethical-
ly will be a lifelong skill,
much like reading, writ-
ing, or using the internet.

Looking ahead, AI will
play a growing role in
education by supporting
personalized  learning,
instant feedback, and
accommodations for di-

verse needs. Teachers will
remain essential, but Al
may help them do more.
Jobs will also change as
Al takes over repetitive
tasks while creating new
opportunities. Ethics and
regulation will become
increasingly  important
as Al influences hiring,
healthcare, law, and pub-
lic safety.

Society will face dif-
ficult questions: Who is
accountable when Al is
wrong? Who owns your
data? What is fair and
safe? Access also mat-
ters. Students in rural or
low-income communities
may not have equal ex-
posure to Al tools. If we
are not careful, Al could
widen gaps—but used in-
tentionally, it could help
close them.

You do not need to be
a coder to understand Al.
You only need curiosity,
caution, and a willingness
to learn. The future of
Al is not just about ma-
chines—it is about people,
and how we choose to use
this powerful technology.
You don't have to under-
stand everything. You just
have to start asking the
right questions.

Noft Just Another

Hey Kkids! Well, it's winter-
time now. Sooner or later,
it will snow, and you can
make a snowman, throw
snowballs, and maybe even
not have to go to school.
But can you tell the differ-
ence between snowflakes?

Snowflakes are beauti-
ful—so soft and so icy cold.
One snowflake is a ftiny,
delicate thing, easily melt-
ed by the touch of your fin-
ger. However, put a bunch
of them together and they
can blanket the ground in
shimmering white, or even
come crashing down a
mountain in an avalanche
that destroys everything in
its path.

A snowflake forms high
up in the clouds when a
tiny water droplet freezes
into an ice crystal. Water
vapor in the cloud sticks to
the frozen crystal and helps
shape the snowflake into
amazingly creative designs.
Most snowflakes have six
sides, but each one be-
comes its own unique cre-

snowflake

ation. It's hard to tell them
apart when they are all
jumbled together in a big
pile or packed into a snow-
man. Even though they may
look alike, no two snow-
flakes are exactly the same.

The same can be said for
each one of us, because we
are all unique and different.
No one else on the planet is
like you—not now, and not
ever. Just look at your fin-
gerprints. Even identical
twins do not have the same
ones. And that's not all that
is unique about you. Scien-
tists can also use the reti-
na of your eyes, the shape
of your ears, and even your
tongue print to identify
you, because no one else
has a tongue, ears, or retina
exactly like yours.

Do you ever feel like
there is nothing special
about you? If you have ever
had that thought—you are
wrong! You are special. You
are unique. No one else is
like you. You were created to
be special.

Arrow News is produced
by the JCity Center for
Hope and Renewal. Your
donations help support
our mission to inform,
unite, and promote our
town. We need your sup-
port to continue sharing
the news, history, and
stories that matter to

Johnston City.

Help Us Keep Our Presses Running)

DONOR INFORMATION (Please print clearly)

Name:

Business / Organization (if applicable):

Mailing Address:

City / State / ZIP:

Phone:

Email:

How Would You Like to Be Recognized?
[ Please list my name/business in the paper (as space allows)
[ Please keep my donation anonymous

Individual Donation Amount (Please check one)

0O0$25 0O$50 [1$100 OO0$250 O0$500

O Other: $
O This is a one-time gift

[0 Please contact me about setting up recurring donations

Your support helps ensure that local stories, school news, civic updates, and

community voices continue to have a place in print.

JCity Center for Hope and Renewal is a nonprofit organization.
Donations may be tax-deductible as allowed by law.

Payment Method

O Check enclosed (payable to JCity Center for Hope and Renewal)
I 1 will donate online at the website listed below—

Mail Your Donation To:

JCity Center for Hope and Renewal
504 E. Broadway Blvd.

Johnston City, IL 62951

Give Online

Visit: https://jcity.center/give
Scan the QR code or go direct-
to our secure donation portal.

Business & Organizational Sponsors

Businesses and organizations may support Arrow News through sponsorship
displays (ads) that help underwrite community journalism. The size and fre-
quency of sponsorships are based on the amount of the donation. Please
contact us for sponsorship rates and packages.

[0 One-time sponsorship (ad will appear in one issug)

0 Recurring sponsorship (ads appearing monthly through year end)

0 Amount designated for sponsorship, if known: $

[0 Please contact us to determine sponsorship levels after reviewing

rates and packages.
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Preschool screening scheduled in Johnston City

Families with young chil-
dren are encouraged to
take advantage of an up-
coming preschool screen-
ing opportunity coming to
Johnston City next month.

Pre-K screening will be
held Tuesday, March 24,
from 8:00 to 10:30 a.m. at
JCity Church, 609 Monroe
Avenue, for families in-
terested in preschool en-
rollment for the 2026-27
school year. The screen-
ings are designed to help
determine  developmen-
tal readiness and connect
families with early learning
resources.

The screenings are open
to all families with children
from birth to age five, re-
gardless of income. Chil-
dren must be three years
old to attend Pre-K. Orga-
nizers emphasize that ear-
ly screenings help ensure
children receive the sup-
port and educational op-
portunities they need be-
fore entering school.

Additional screening
dates will be offered in
surrounding communi-

ties (Herrin, Crab Orchard,
Marion, and Carterville) in
the same time frame.
Parents may schedule
appointments in any com-
munity where the screen-
ings are offered. Johnston

City families are encour-
aged to register early, as
appointment times are lim-
ited.

Preschool Screening
APPOINTMENTS ARE
REQUIRED. Please call 618-
993-2138 0r 618-733-3355
to schedule or cancel an
appointment.

Dental Safari to visit
Jefferson, Feb. 11

Dental Safari will provide
on-site dental checkups
for students at Jefferson
Elementary  School on
Wednesday, Feb. 11, 2026.

Parents or guardians
who would like their child
to participate must com-
plete a consent form. Forms
are available online at www.
dentalsafariforms.com, or a
paper copy may be picked
up from the school office
and returned as soon as
possible.

Families are reminded
that all kindergarten and
second-grade students are
required to have a dental
exam on file in the school
nurse’s office. Participation
in the Dental Safari visit
will satisfy this require-
ment.

Johnston City Fire Department Chili Supper returns

for 21st year

The Johnston City Fire De-
partment will host its 21st
Annual Chili Supper Fund-
raiser on Saturday, Febru-
ary 28, 2026, inviting the
community to come out for
good food, good company,
and a good cause.

The event will be held
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the
fire department, located
at 500 Washington Street
in Johnston City. The chili
supper is the department’s
largest fundraiser of the
year, with proceeds sup-
porting equipment, train-
ing, and ongoing operations
for the city’s volunteer fire-
fighters.

For $10, guests will re-
ceive a meal that includes
chili, one hot dog, dessert,
and a drink. Additional hot
dogs will be available for $2
each.

In addition to the popu-
lar chili supper, the fire de-
partment is expanding the
event this year with several
added attractions. Attend-
ees can browse a silent

Easy Red Velvet Cake

The JC Fire Department crew is stirring up something new for this year’s
annual chili supper, but the chili will be as delicious as always (Tim Hastings

photo).

auction, take part in a gun
raffle, and check out some-
thing brand new for 2026—
an indoor yard sale hosted
in the volunteers’ building.
Fire department mem-
bers say the annual chili
supper is more than just a
fundraiser—it's a chance
for the community to gath-
er, support local volunteers,
and spend time together
during the winter months.

For more information
about the event, residents
may contact JCFD at 618-
983-8311 or Fire Chief Tom
Burton at 618-889-3308.

The members of the
Johnston City Volunteer
Fire Department extend
their thanks to the commu-
nity for its continued sup-
port.

INGREDIENTS
2% cups self-rising flour
1 cup buttermilk
1%2 cups vegetable oil
1tsp cocoa

DIRECTIONS

1tsp white vinegar
1Yz cups sugar
1tsp vanilla

Yacup (2 oz.) red food coloring
1tsp baking soda

2 eggs

Heat oven to 350°. Beat all ingredients together with an electric mixer until smooth.
Spray and flour three 8- or 9-inch round pans. Divide batter evenly and bake 35 minutes,
or until a toothpick inserted comes out clean. Remove from pans and cool on racks.

ICING
1 stick butter

11b powdered sugar

8 oz cream cheese, softened

Beat until smooth. Frost cooled layers. Garnish with red-tinted coconut, if desired.

Makes a great dessert for Valentine’s Day,.

“AND LET US NOT GROW WEARY OF DOING GOOD, FOR IN DUE SEASON WE WILL REAP."—GALATIANS 6:9A ESV

Arrow News may be found
in more than 30 local estab-
lishments. Here's a partial
listing of locations:

Andresen’s JC Community

Ark Insurance Health Clinic
Arrowhead Store JC Public Library

Bandy Drugs JCity Church
BanterraBank  JCUSD Office
Casey’s Legence Bank
City Hall Manna Mission
Dollar General ~ McDonald’s
Down Home Moonshine Run
Comforts The Painted

DQ Cowgirl

Easy Coin ROC

Laundry Sl Bank
Edward Jones  St. Paul’s

El Jalisco State Farm
First Christian ~ Steal the Show
First United Subway
Methodist T-Moe’s

Food Shop Washington Ave.
Gibbons & Kiel  Baptist

JCUP Church X
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Arrowhead Classic ends early as
winter storm forces cancellation

The 2026 Arrowhead Clas-
sic at Johnston City deliv-
ered milestone moments,
close finishes, and a strong
showing by DuQuoin before
winter weather brought the
tournament to an early
close.

Tournament play opened
Monday, Jan. 19, with An-
na-Jonesboro defeating
Johnston City 62-30, a win
that marked the 1500th
boys basketball victory in
Anna-Jonesboro program
history. Earlier that eve-
ning, Eldorado earned a
67-55 win over Christopher.

Action continued Tues-
day as DuQuoin topped An-
na-Jonesboro 71-55, while

Johnston City thrilled the
home crowd with a narrow
43-42 victory over Eldora-
do on a late basket.
Thursday night saw
Christopher  edge An-
na-Jonesboro 51-49, and
DuQuoin remain unbeat-
en with a decisive 59-24
win over Johnston City. On
Friday, Anna-Jonesboro
bounced back with a 62-48
win over Eldorado, while
DuQuoin closed its sched-
ule with a hard-fought 57-
51 victory over Christopher.
Saturday’s final round
was cancelled due to in-
coming Winter Storm Fern.
Based on results through
Friday play, DuQuoin was

SOUTHERN ILLINOIS OFFICIALS ASSOCIATION PRESENTS DONATION TO JCHS  Prior to the final night of the
Arrowhead Classic at JCHS, the Southern Illinois Officials Association presented a check to support the school. The
donation came from proceeds raised during the association’s golf tournament held this past summer. Funds from
the event were directed to schools that participated in the tournament. Accepting the check on behalf of JCHS was
Principal Christy Schell. Presenting the donation were Southern lllinois Officials Association members Jimmy Dean,
Barry Vaughan, Landon Vaughan (photo provided by Jimmy Dean).

Arrowhead Classic — Scoreboard

declared the Arrowhead
Classic champion. Mon., Jan. 19 Fri., Jan. 23
The tournament was Anna-Jonesboro 62, Johnston City 30 Anna-Jonesboro 62, Eldorado 48

(AJ win No. 1,500)
Eldorado 67, Christopher 55
Tue., Jan. 20
DuQuoin 71, Anna-Jonesboro 55
Johnston City 43, Eldorado 42
Thu., Jan. 22
Christopher 51, Anna-Jonesboro 49
DuQuoin 59, Johnston City 24

DuQuoin 57, Christopher 51
Sat., Jan. 24
Cancelled due to winter storm

once again sponsored by
Banterra Bank, continuing
its support of high school
athletics and the Arrow-
head Classic tradition.

Tournament Champion: DuQuoin

<

Chaney’s team-first approach paying off at WMS

The Washington Middle
School  boys  basketball
team is nearing the end of
regular season play, and
Head Coach Brian Chaney
says consistency, unself-
ish play, and fundamentals
have paid off as the squad
completes its schedule in
January.

In a January 22 interview
on Tee Pee Talk, Chaney
reflected on his team's
progress and the role lead-
ership has played this sea-
son. After earlier games
that helped establish the
group’s rhythm, he chal-
lenged his players with a
simple goal: “T told them at
the beginning of the year,
you want to be playing your
best basketball in January.”

Chaney has been im-
pressed with the team’s
chemistry, noting players
have put team goals ahead

8TH GRADE NIGHT WIN:
A Washington Middle
School player goes up
fora layup during the
Jan. 22 game against
Christopher. The Indians
picked up another win
on Eighth-Grade Night.
(Photo courtesy of Tee
Pee Talk)
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of individual statistics. “No-
body is pushing for points.
Nobody is selfish in the
sense—they're almost too
unselfish sometimes,” he
said, praising the squad’s
collective mindset.

A focus on fundamen-
tals has been a season-long
priority, with Chaney en-
couraging drills that blend
skill development with en-
joyment. “If you put the
fun in fundamental, you're
getting the fun out of it’
he said, a philosophy that
has helped players stay en-
gaged through practices
and games alike.

Coach Chaney also em-
phasized that each player’s
contribution goes beyond
scoring. “Your value to this
team is way more than your
shooting,” he told his ros-
ter, highlighting the im-
portance of defense, hustle

plays, and supportive lead-
ership.

Reflecting on his first
season at Washington Mid-
dle School, Chaney said,
‘T couldn’t ask for a bet-
ter group for my first year
somewhere—they've  just
been incredible.”

The team’s record cur-
rently stands at 16-7, and
they have won the last nine
straight games.

Dustin Hill of Tee Pee Talk interviews WMS Boys Basketball Coach Brian
Chaney (on left) (Photo courtesy of Tee Pee Talk)

“HOW GOOD AND PLEASANTIT IS WHEN GOD’S PEOPLE LIVE TOGETHER IN UNITY.”—PSALM 133:1 NIV
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