A Jefferson School student receives new shoes, pictured with Ashton

Stephens of Edward Jones.

‘Kicks for Kids’ comes to
Kindergarten, 1st Grade

BY BROOKE SCHLYER,
JOHNSTON CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

Kicks for Kids returned to
Jefferson Elementary, May
12. This time, Kindergar-
ten and first grade students
went home with a brand-
new pair of tennis shoes
and socks. Students could
be seen throwing their
hands up in the air, hug-
ging their new Kkicks, and
running to fellow class-
mates when matched with
their new shoes.

Kindergarten  teacher

Mrs. Adams believes a new
pair of shoes goes beyond
providing support during
a long day at school, but
gives students a boost of
confidence.

“Receiving new shoes
can make a child feel val-
ued and seen, especially
if they’'ve previously worn
hand-me-downs or shoes
in poor condition,” Mrs. Ad-
ams contends. “I know my
own child can wear down
their shoes very quickly. A

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Thousands to gather at Arrowhead June 27

for annual fireworks blowout

Once again, Johnston City
will likely be the first com-
munity in Southern Illinois
to celebrate the nation’s
birthday, with what some
consider the best fireworks
show in the area. The event
kicks off at 5:00 pm, Friday,
June 27, at Arrowhead Lake.
The evening offers multiple
family-friendly activities,
live music, and a variety of
vendors. The celebration
concludes with a fireworks
show at dark.

The Bubble Bus, an an-
nual feature of the JC Li-
brary’s Summer Reading
Program, will delight chil-
dren with showers of suds.
Food truck vendors will sell

meals and snacks through-
out the evening. Mari-
on-based tribute band,
90s Kidz, will headline the
musical entertainment. The
band is self-described on
social media as the “Ulti-
mate 90’s Rock and Pop
Tribute Band! Seasoned
musicians from Southern
llinois reliving our child-
hood and time-traveling
back to the best decade
ever.” Local DJ Terry Brooks
will also spin musical hits
throughout the evening.
This is the seventh year
the city government has
sponsored a  Fireworks
Spectacular at Arrowhead
Lake. The annual blowout is

funded primarily through
donations. From T-shirts to
flower baskets, 5-K runs to
pork steak dinners, JC busi-
nesses and citizens have
responded to the challenge
of covering the costs, cur-
rently about $24,000, for
fireworks alone. The event
annually draws thousands
of locals and individuals
from nearby communities,
as well as additional spec-
tators at Arrowhead Camp-
ground. Campsites sold
out soon after online res-
ervations for the weekend
became available. The City
welcomes donations at any
time at the City Hall (618-
983-6651).

Jefferson renovations to be completed this summer

Jefferson Elementary continues its renovation and expansion project to modernize the school’s facilities and
improve accessibility for all students. (See story on page 3)

Clark named ‘Superintendent of Distinction’

BY BROOKE SCHLYER,
JOHNSTON CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

Johnston City Superinten-
dent Kathy Clark has been
named the 2025 Superin-
tendent of Distinction by
her colleagues in the Shaw-
nee Region of the Illinois
Association of School Ad-
ministrators (IASA).

Clark, who plans to retire
June 30, was honored at a
recent awards luncheon in
Springfield. State Superin-
tendent Dr. Tony Sanders
was the featured speaker,
where 21 IASA regional Su-
perintendents of Distine-
tion were recognized.

“Being recognized by my
peers is a great honor, but
it truly reflects the passion,
resilience, and commitment
of the entire Johnston City
CUSD 1 team,” said Clark,
who has been an educator
for 33 years and superin-
tendent of Johnston City
CUSD #1 for 10. “I'm proud
of what we've accomplished
together to support student
success and strengthen our
schools. It's a privilege to

lead in a community that
values collaboration, in-
novation, and doing what'’s
best for kids."

Those nominating Clark
noted a number of success-
es during her tenure in-
cluding:

- Secured a $5 million
grant to establish Full-
Service Community
Schools, enhancing ed-
ucational support for
students.

- Hired social workers at
every school across the
district to provide com-
prehensive support to
students and families.

- Introduced new CTE
programs in agricul-
ture, education, social
work, business, and
medical careers.

- Expanded fine arts pro-
gramming.

- Implemented  Parent
Mentors at elementary
schools.

- Expanded community
partnerships with lo-
cal churches and busi-
nesses, fostering col-

VOLUME 3 » NUMBER 6 * JUNE 2025

INFORM

laborative initiatives to
benefit students and
the community.

- Introduced Student
Support Advocates to
work directly with stu-
dents and their fami-
lies, improve student
attendance, behavior,
and academic perfor-
mance.

The Shawnee Region is
comprised of Jackson, Wil-
liamson, Saline, Gallatin,
Union, Johnson, Pope, Har-
din, Alexander, Pulaski and
Massac counties. Super-
intendents of Distinction
were selected by peers in
their region based on their
commitment, dedication,
and leadership.

“Effective school lead-
ership requires both vi-
sion and the ability to ex-
ecute,” said IASA Executive
Director Dr. Brent Clark.
“Kathy has demonstrated
both qualities consistently
throughout her career in
Johnston City. Her focus on
building community part-
nerships while enhancing
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Superintendent Kathy Clark receives 2025 Superintendent of
Distinction from the Shawnee Region of the lllinois Association of School

Administrators (IASA).

educational opportunities
has created lasting positive
change for students.”

The 1lth annual lun-
cheon was sponsored by
Stifel, the country’s leading
underwriter of K-12 school
bonds.

“The  superintendents
honored today exemplify
the depth of leadership and
personal  com-
mitment that ex-
ceptional super-
intendents bring
to their districts

“BLESSED IS THE NATION WHOSE GOD IS THE LORD, THE PEOPLE HE HAS CHOSEN AS HIS OWN INHERITANCE.”— PSALM 33:12 NKJV

to serve students and staff
to be the best they can be;’
said Anne Noble, managing
director of Stifel. “Stifel’s
longtime commitment to
IASA culminates in honor-
ing these amazing super-
intendents and thanking
them for all they do for the
students of Illinois.”



Legence Bank honors
local tax preparer

Legence Bank chose Glenn Sanders to honor this tax season for all the work
the CPAs and tax preparers do for us. Assistant Branch Manager Debbie
Paris presents Glenn with a gift certificate to T-Moe’s. Laura Small is the

Johnston City branch manager.

Opinion

An ‘Indian’ by any other name

BY JIMMY DEAN
In my years in politics, I
have watched a lot of ar-
guments almost come to
blows, people lose friends
over a disagreement, and
silly laws put into effect.

A couple of months ago,
[ started hearing about one
that I really thought would
never see the light of day,
but now is close to passing.

As of this writing, it has
passed the Illinois House
and is in the Senate. By all
indications it appears to be
one step closer to becom-
ing law.

It can either be approved
by the Senate and passed
on to be signed by the Gov-
ernor, or die in the Senate.

The bill T am talking
about is the one that will
make all schools with any
reference to Indians, tribes,
or arrowheads change their
mascots: House Bill 1237.

Candy maker offers rock candy “meals”

BY TIM HASTINGS
Candy maker Randy Hedler
sold unusual flavors of rock
candy during the Sweet
Southern Market spon-
sored by Down Home Com-
forts last month.

‘I make rock candy in
flavors such as fried chick-
en, mashed potatoes, and
sweet corn,” Hedler said.

S

“We give lots of these away
as ‘meals’ at Thanksgiving
and Christmas.’

Hedler was one of ap-
proximately 40 vendors
who set up tents at the one-
day Sweet Southern Mar-
ket. Down Home Comforts,
a gift shop located at 411 E.
Broadway in Johnston City,
sponsored the event, which

>

Kicks for Kids o

new pair of shoes can send
the message: “You matter.’

The Kicks for Kids pro-
gram is a joint effort be-
tween the Edward Jones
team in Johnston City (Ash-
ton and Sidney Stephens,
Tonia Johnson, and Laura
Wilkerson) and Hibbett
Sports. In January, all Pre-K
students received shoes.

Teachers and staff, in-
cluding first grade teacher
Ms. Smith, appreciate the
impact this is having on
students and the extra help
it provides to parents.

“We are incredibly grate-
ful to everyone involved

in making this donation
possible, Ms. Smith adds.
“Your generosity not only
provides children with a
basic necessity but also
inspires hope and joy in
their lives. This program
demonstrates the power of
community and kindness,
and we appreciate your
commitment to helping our
kids thrive.

The program’s next goal
is to give current second
grade students a brand-
new pair of shoes in August
when they start the next
school year at Lincoln Ele-
mentary.

closed two blocks of Broad-
way to motorists.

Hedler, who is from Sa-
lem, also sold fudge, canned
goods, rubs, and more con-
ventional flavors of rock
candy at the booth called
“Uncle Randy’s Sweets &
More.”

This will affect Johnston
City (Indians), DuQuoin
(Indians), Shawnee (Red-
skins), Cahokia (Coman-
ches), Collinsville (Kahoks)
and Freeburg (Midgets)
just to name a few.

Freeburg’s mascot got
the ball rolling when a
group from Nevada thought
the name was poking fun at
small people and the ball of
string got larger and larger.

While the United States,
State of Illinois, and our
cities face major problems
such as  homelessness,
health issues, and a crum-
bling infrastructure —just
to name a few—our elect-
ed officials decide to make
schools change the names
of long-standing emblems
and mascots that bring
pride to schools and towns.

I'm surprised no one has
jumped on the bandwag-
on to ban Red Devils, Blue
Devils, Demons, Flaming
Hearts, and Orphans.

These mascots don't
bother me, but they are way
different than Indians.

Around Johnston City
you can see Indians on the
athletic fields, schools, gym
floors, football field, and
more.

Toss in the clothing par-
ents bought to support the
school on Friday and Satur-
day nights, stationery, city
vehicles, email addresses,

etc., and you are talking
about a small fortune to re-
place these emblems before
the bill’s 2030 deadline.

Once this becomes law,
schools refusing to comply
will lose state funding.

The bill was sponsored
by a congresswoman from
the Quad Cities areas. I
called her several times at
her district office and got
a voicemail recording in-
stead of a real person. I
found this strange, consid-
ering people in legislature
all talk about constituent
service.

[ finally left a voice
mail. T don’t expect a re-
turn call, as I expressed my
thoughts about the bill. But
I encourage you to contact
your legislators and voice
your opinions.

I wonder what they
would do if we changed the
mascot emblem to a small
train engine and spelled
Engines across the front.
It's not the Indians, but it
sounds like it.

Who knows what our
team name and mascot will
be?

Jimmy Dean

is a freelance
writer and
former mayor of
Johnston City. He
can be reached
at jrdean@mchsi.
com.

Kicks for Kids organizers (L-R): Sidney Stephens, Ashton Stephens, Tonia Johnson, and Laura Wilkerson from
Edward Jones; Harmony Maronay and Chrissy Stewart from Hibbett Sports.

To become a sponsor of Arrow News, call 618-952-1272 or email jcitycenter@gmail.com. JCity Center for Hope and Renewal is a 501¢3 nonprofit. All donations are tax-deductible.
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“RIGHTEOUSNESS EXALTS A NATION, BUT SIN IS A REPROACH TO ANY PEOPLE.”—PROVERBS 14:34 NKJV



Jefferson Elementary construction continues with
goal of completion by end of summer break

BY BROOKE SCHLYER,
JOHNSTON CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

Jefferson Elementary con-
tinues its renovation and
expansion project to mod-
ernize the school’s facilities
and improve accessibility
for all students.

Phase one began in May
2024 during the summer
break, preparing the site for
construction, with parking
expansion and demolition
work.

Architechnique  Limit-
ed is the architecture firm
overseeing the project,
and Evrard Company In-
corporated is carrying out
the construction. Principal
Architect Steve Sims notes
that crews finished phase
one in August 2024, allow-
ing for minimal disruption
to the school year.

Currently, phase two is
underway, which involves
several renovations to the
school including four new
classrooms, a pair of re-
strooms, kitchen expansion
featuring a new cooler and
freezer, dedicated class-

S

rooms for Student Support
Services, and a renovated
library.

Additionally, the princi-
pal’s office will be relocated
to the back of the building,
near the current parking
lot. This change will allow
for a new, ADA-compliant
main entrance. Overall,
renovations will address
multiple accessibility chal-
lenges within the existing
building by installing inte-
rior and exterior ramps.

“The building, which was
originally designed in the
1950s, is being updated to
better serve today's edu-
cational needs,” Sims said.
“We're ensuring that the
new layout not only meets
modern codes but also im-
proves safety and accessi-
bility for all students and
staff”’

Jefferson Elementary
received critical funding
through a school mainte-
nance grant to assist with
the cost of ensuring full
ADA compliance.

Phase three will occur

during the summer break
and will focus on interi-
or renovations for the new
layout.

“This is a rewarding proj-
ect, as it directly benefits
the children and their ed-
ucation,” Sims emphasized.
“We're ensuring that the
updated space will foster a
more comfortable, safe, and
accessible environment for
all of Jefferson’s students.”

While major construc-
tion efforts are set to be
completed in time for the
start of the 2025-2026
school year, smaller finish-
ing touches could continue
after that time.

Why do bad things happen to good people?

BY BARRY ROBERTSON
What a round of devas-
tating weather southern
Illinois has endured late-
ly—storms and wind and
hail and tornadoes. We,
our friends, and neighbors
have suffered severe losses.
Some might say, “Welcome
to southern Illinois spring-
time.” But doesn’t it seem
like things have been get-
ting progressively worse?

An age-old question
comes to mind: “Why do
bad things happen to good
people?” Jesus told us, “In
the world you will have
trouble..” and also said of
His Father in Heaven, “He
makes the sun to rise on the
evil and on the good, and
sends rain on the just and
on the unjust” (Matthew
5:45). He shows no partiality
in this world. We've strayed
from the perfection of the
Garden of Eden to a sinful,
fallen world where terrible
things happen, and no one
is immune to its effects.

Barry Robertson
has been pastor
of Washington
Avenue Baptist
Church since
2010.

The Believer's Bible Com-
mentary says, ‘One of the
great dangers in the Chris-
tian life is that the acqui-
sition of food and clothing
becomes the first and fore-
most aim of our existence.
We become so occupied
with earning money for
these things that the work
of the Lord is relegated to
a secondary place. The em-
phasis of the New Testament
is that the cause of Christ
should have first place in
our lives. Goods and cloth-
ing should be subordinate.
We should work hard for
the supply of our current
necessities, then trust God
for the future as we plunge
ourselves into His service.
This is the life of faith.”

We shouldn't get so

caught up in things of the
world, that we lose sight of
the Giver of these things.

While Jesus said we'd
have troubles, He continued
in John 16:33: “..but be of
good cheer, I have overcome
the world.” He tells us we're
not made for this world. “For
our citizenship is in heaven.”
He has “put eternity in our
hearts,” so we should live as
if there is more to come—a
perfect, sinless place with
‘no more death, nor sorrow,
nor crying.”

Jesus said, ‘T am the res-
urrection and the life. He
who believes in Me shall
never die” (John 11:25).
Here's a great question for
you from Jesus: “Do you be-
lieve this?” (v. 26). Recog-
nize your sins, confess and
forsake them, and put your
faith and trust in Jesus who
died for your sins, but rose
from the grave, and you
will.

Don & Brenda McChesney
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June Events

JUNE 1
Movie Night, “Courageous”
JCity Church, 5 pm

JUNE 2
Lunch Bunch begins, 11:30
am

JUNE 3
Business Leaders Meet-N-
Greet, Andresen’s, 9 am

Lions Club, JCity Church,
5:30pm

JUNE 4
Rotary, Andresen’s, Noon

JUNE 10
Library Reading Program
Kickoff, Fire Station, 2 pm

City Council, Scout Cabin, 5
pm

JUNE 15 - FATHER'S DAY

JUNE 16
JC Planning Commission
Meeting, Scout Cabin, 5 pm

JUNE 17
Lions Club, Andresen’s, 9 am

JUNE 18
Rotary, Indigo Realty, 4 pm

JUNE 19 - JUNETEENTH

Commodity Dist./Food Pan-
try, First United Methodist,
9:30 am-12:30 pm

JUNE 24
City Council, Scout Cabin, 5
pm

JUNE 26
School Board Meeting

JUNE 20
CCM Golf Scramble, Hicko-
ry Ridge, 9 am

JUNE 27
Fireworks Spectacular, Ar-
rowhead, 5:00 pm

July Events

JULY 11
Rotary Chicken & Raffles,
Andresen'’s

JULY 12

Manna Mission 29th An-
niversary Celebration, 9:30
am-1:30 pm

Daily Events
Lunch Bunch (summer
meals for kids), 4 locations:
(1) 1308 Parkway, M-F,
11:30; (2) 901 W. Broadway,
M-F, noon; (3) WMS sum-
mer school, M-F; (4) JCHS
enrichment, M-Th.

Weekly Events

THURSDAYS
Food pantry/clothes closet
First Christian, 3:30-5:30 pm

FRIDAYS
Farmers Market, 7-11 am

Family Worship Center
400 W. 13th St.

Johnston City, IL,

(618) 952-1280

Pastors Brad & Kelly Dexter

First Baptist Church
401 E. 7th St.

Johnston City, IL 62951
(618) 983-6455

Larry Stevens, pastor

*First Christian Church
505 E. Broadway Blvd.
Johnston City, IL 62951
618-983-6474

Adam King, pastor

Never miss an issue,
subscribe to the online
edition of the Arrow here.

jcity.center/subscribe

“FATHERS, DO NOT EXASPERATE YOUR CHILDREN; INSTEAD, BRING THEM UP IN THE TRAINING AND INSTRUCTION OF THE LORD.”— EPHESIANS 6:4 NIV

*First United
Methodist Church
400 W. Broadway
Johnston City, IL 62951
618-983-5150

Sherry Cisneros, pastor

*Heritage Fellowship
(Church of God of Prophecy)
308 W. 12th St.

Johnston City, IL 62951
Pastors Gaylon &

Dawn Stewart

*JCity Church

(Free Will Baptist)

609 Monroe

Johnston City, IL 62951
618-983-5254

Dr. Randy Carney, pastor

Johnston City United
Pentecostal Church

1101 W. 10th

Johnston City, IL 62951
618-983-5938

Brandon Abernathy, pastor

*St. Paul’s Catholic Church
1103 Washington Ave.
Johnston City, IL 62951
618-983-5073

Father Brian Barker

*Stiritz United
Methodist Church
Sherry Cisneros, pastor

*Washington Ave.
Baptist Church

9th and Washington
Johnston City, IL 62951
Barry Robertson, pastor
618-694-2995

Other Ministries

*JC Kids’ Lunch Bunch
c/0 JCity Church (see above)

*JCity Center for Hope
and Renewal

504 E. Broadway Blvd.
Johnston City, IL 62951
018-952-1272

*Manna Mission

306 E Broadway Blvd.
Johnston City, IL 62951
618-983-6262

“active members of Johnston
City Ministerial Alliance
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WMS Vice Principal seeks to impact

students’ lives

BY MARGIE SANDERS
Being a vice principal pres-
ents a great opportunity for
getting acquainted with all
the students. For Blake Do-
braski, that's an enjoyable
part of his job. Every stu-
dent who enters the build-
ing receives a smile, along
with a hello from Mr. D.

Mr.  Dobraski serves
as assistant principal at
Washington Middle School.
He’s a hometown boy, grad-
uating from JCHS in 1995
and from SIUC in 1999 and
again in 2001. Blake, along
with his wife Tiffany, have
chalked up several years of
teaching in this district.

Mr. D. contemplated law
school, but once he had a
taste of the school scene,
he could not see himself
doing anything else with
his life. He wants to make
a difference. He loves be-
ing around kids and talking
history. Blake’s favorite
part of teaching is seeing a
student experience a light-
bulb moment—making a
connection with the subject
being taught.

Blake loves Disney World
and Disneyland.  Along
those lines, Blake and Tif-
fany will celebrate 20 years
of marriage this summer
with plans to enjoy a Disney
Cruise. His hobbies include
being a first-generation
video gamer and spending

S

Assistant Principal Blake Dobraski,

time with his family. The

Dobraski's have two sons:

Bennett and Myles.

When asked if he will
be ready to retire in eight
years, Mr. Dobraski ex-
pressed mixed feelings. I
will enjoy all the free time,
but I need to have a retire-
ment plan.”

Blake offers these words
of advice for new teachers.
1. Don't be afraid to fail;

failing teaches.

2. Don't be afraid to try
something.

3. Try to be the one for
someone.

4. Be prepared to be flexi-
ble and spontaneous.

5. Get ready to do more pa-
perwork than you ever
imagined.

For now, Mr. Dobraski
just wants all his middle
school students to have fun
this summer and be Kkids
while they can.

Thank you, Mr. Dobraski.

WMS STUDENTS WRITE...

Summerin JC
BY JAYDON CLARIDA
When summer comes

around and school is end-
ing, things get really fun in
JC. I am looking to go out-
side, play sports, and have
fun with my wonderful fam-
ily in the beautiful weath-
er. When it is the summer,
you can go swimming and
be able to sit outside with
a cool drink and get a tan.
One of my favorites is go-
ing to my grandma’s house
because I can go fishing or
swimming, play basketball,
and see my grandma and
grandpa—all the things I
love to do. There are also
many things to do in my
town, Johnston City.

In JC, there are many
things to do. You can go
get ice cream from Dairy

Words for incoming freshmen

Take Full Advantage of Opportunities in High School

BY KATE CARNINE

My name is Kate Carnine.
I just completed my fresh-
man year at Johnston City
High School. The 2024-
2025 school year has been
the best year in all aspects:
academically,  athletical-
ly, socially, and mental-
ly. To begin with, I joined
the math team and placed
third in state individual-
ly. Our team also placed
first overall. If you want an
opportunity to succeed, I
highly recommend joining
the math team. Even if you
don't enjoy math, it creates
ample opportunities to see
your friends and become
a better problem solver. It
also helps you better man-
age your time.

Another thing I am in-
volved in is scholar bowl. It
is another option that pro-
vides many chances to suc-
ceed. Both of those teams
have created a higher sense
of self-respect and con-
fidence in me. They have
shown me that I am smart
everywhere, not just in a

<

small-town high school.

Coming into high school,
I was concerned about the
school work. Now I know
there was no need to worry.
I would say that the work
that comes with freshman
year isn’t any harder com-
paratively to work in pre-
vious years, although there
is a lot more of it. You have
many more assignments
and quite a few presenta-
tions, but if you use your
time wisely, you can get it
all done. Make sure not to
get behind in your work,
because that is when you
will start to struggle. If you
stay ahead of it, everything
will go smoothly and you
will be less stressed than
if you wait to do the work
later.

There are plenty of ways
to be involved in the school
community, including
clubs, sports teams, aca-
demic teams, ete. One club
that is very popular is Edu-
cators Rising. I am not in-
volved in Educators Rising;
however, it is a very active

>

part of our school. It takes
quite a bit of time, but ev-
eryone I have spoken to
about it enjoys it. They run
multiple school events and
the club is very much stu-
dent led. If being a leader is
something you are interest-
ed in, you should try Edu-
cators Rising.

If you enjoy writing,
there is a newspaper club.
The newspaper gets pub-
lished with students’ arti-
cles monthly.

I greatly recommend par-
ticipating in at least one ex-
tracurricular, whether it's a
sport or something else. It al-
lows you to see your friends,
and gives you something to
do in your spare time. Par-
ticipating in something will
also make you happier.

Overall, my freshman
year has been amazing, with
multiple successes, nearly
perfect grades, good friends,
and great teachers. My big-
gest advice to incoming
freshmen is to just enjoy the
year with your friends and
have fun.

WMS launches
mobile food pantry

BY BROOKE SCHLYER,
JOHNSTON CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

Washington Middle School
will kick off a Mobile Food
Pantry, with its first distri-
bution event Monday, June
2, from 4-6 pm. at the City
Hall Pavilion (118 E. Broad-
way). The pantry, available
through the Full-Service
Community grant, will pro-
vide produce, dairy, bread,
canned goods, and deli
meats to families and com-
munity members. Hygiene
products like shampoo/
conditioner, body wash,
wipes, baby powder, and
other toiletries will also be
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available.

Services are free and
open to anyone living with-
in the school district. To
conveniently reach all cor-
ners of the community, the
mobile pantry will schedule
distributions at different
locations. Individuals are
asked to bring a student
or government-issued L.D.

>

to verify either attendance
at Johnston City schools or
residency within the school
district. Find a schedule of
locations on the Washing-
ton Middle School Face-
book page.

Currently, the school is
seeking  businesses/indi-
viduals willing to donate
food/hygiene items.

Queen or go to McDonald’s
to cool down. You could go
to the Arrowhead ball fields
to watch some baseball or
softball and get conces-
sions. You could also go to
Andreson’s or El Jalisco to
enjoy a nice meal. There
are many things to do but
nmy favorite is going around
town with my friends from
JC. We always make good
memories and have so
much fun with each other.
Even though we can have
that much fun at JC, going
on vacation with my family
is great.

My family and I will go on
one vacation in the summer
to enjoy the sun elsewhere.
We are planning to go to a
water park this year, which
will be so much fun with
my cousins and my siblings.
Hopefully it is the perfect
day like I imagine it to be.
The perfect day would be
around 90 degrees and the
sun is shining with a little
wind, so I can cool off a lit-
tle. Also, I am able to have
fun without getting sun-
burnt. All in all, wherever
you go, whether it is in your
town or away from your
town, summer is great.

My Middle School
Experience

BY SILAS GWALTNEY

My middle school experi-
ence has been basically ev-
erything from happy to sad,
from bad to even boring.
But as I get higher up in the
grades, I look back on my
past and realize how every-
thing from the beginning
of fifth grade to the end of
eighth grade has been pre-
paring me for my future of
school and just life in gen-
eral. I probably wouldn't
have made it this far with-
out the love and support
of all my family members,
friends, and even teachers.
At the beginning, I felt like
middle school was going to
be the hardest and most ir-
resistible years of my life,
but I was way wrong. Being
in middle school was prob-
ably one of the best expe-

riences I've had. I've made
way more friends since fifth
grade and some of them are
in grades lower than mine.
Everyone should do this to
help them prepare for high-
er grades.

Some special memories
from middle school are
probably painting a banana
in art class and making a
special bond with the art
teacher. Even just saying
‘banana” every time we
see each other in the halls,
class, etc., makes us laugh.
Sometimes I will go to her
class just to check up on her
and see how she is doing.
Another special memory is
all the freshmen that were
eighth graders last year and
how they treated me, and
how we were good friends
even though I'm not ready
for high school. I'm ready to
see all of them again.

Some advice I would give
to upcoming fifth graders
and the people that are
going into higher grades
would probably be, just be
yourself. Don't let anyone
tell you how to sit, talk,
walk, run. Just be yourself.
Not everyone is perfect, but
you can be yourself, which
in some eyes is better than
being perfect. And to the
sixth and seventh graders,
you guys got this. I have
faith in every single one
of you, especially the fu-
ture student leaders. I have
made multiple friends that
I'm proud of, and I don't
want to leave just yet, but I
will see them again in high
school. Making friends in
middle school is key to hav-
ing a fun time and not be-
ing alone all the time. I got
reconnected with one of my
old friends from baseball
that I used to play games
with, and now we are basi-
cally inseparable outside of
school. I'm really grateful
for all of my teachers I've
nmet and friends I've made
in middle school.

Arrow News would like to thank
WMS teacher Mrs. Hannah Colson
for providing student compostions
during the school year.

“BE WISE IN THE WAY YOU ACT TOWARD OUTSIDERS; MAKE THE MOST OF EVERY OPPORTUNITY.”—COLOSSIANS 4:5 NIV



JCHS Class of 2025

Johnston City High School
celebrated its graduates with
an outdoor sunset ceremo-
ny on Saturday, May 17, in
optimal weather conditions.
The event, originally slat-
ed May 16, was postponed
due to threatening storms
that produced an F4 torna-
do less than 15 miles away.
Hundreds of attendees sat
in lawn chairs as both stu-
dents and administration
shared memories and of-
fered accolades. The 2025
class presented retiring Su-
perintendent Kathy Clark
with 17 roses for her 17 years
of service within the dis-
trict. Principal Kristi Schell
recognized various student
groups, scholarship recipi-
ents, and students enlisting
in military service. Valedic-
torian Chase McReynolds
and co-salutatorians Cassi-
dy Hermetz and Katelynn
Turner each spoke words of
encouragement and reflec-
tion to the crowd. All three
plan to attend Southern Illi-
nois University Carbondale
in the fall.

McReynolds is pursuing
a Bachelor of Science in
Electrical Engineering with
plans for a career in medi-
cal engineering. Tied for sa-
lutatorian. Hermetz is pur-
suing a Bachelor of Science
in Elementary Education
with aspirations of being a
future educator. Turner is
pursuing a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Mechanical Engi-

neering. SIUC awarded her
the prestigious Chancellor’s
scholarship.

Chase McReynolds, Valedictorian

Cassidy Hermetz, Co-Salutatorian

Katelynn Turner, Co-Salutatorian

Schools offer free summer
enrichment camps

Kids, Want to break the
Summer boredom cycle?
Join the JCHS Educators
Rising Club for its ex-
panded Summer Enrich-
ment Camps. Educators
Rising students will pro-
vide lesson plans filled
with team challenges,
STEM activities, creative
experiments, art projects,
games, music and more.
FREE. This expansion
is made possible through
the Full-Service Commu-
nity School grant, which
allows participation at no
cost to families. Enroll-
ment is open to students
entering 1st-6th grades
(2025-2026 school year).
FUN. Kids will have
so much fun, they may
forget they are learning.
Each week, there’'s a new

hands-on theme to ex-

plore:

- June 2-5: Survivor
Challenge

- June 9-12: Oceans
to Outer Space

- June 16-18: World
of Wonder

- July 7-10: The Great
Mess-terpiece

- July 14-17: Mad
Science Mayhem

- July 21-24: Career
Curiosity

FLEXIBLE. Kids may
attend all six weeks or
any week that fits their
schedule. Camp will take
place Monday through
Thursday from 8 a.m. to
noon. Bus transportation
will be provided along
with breakfast and lunch.
Sign-up at https:/bit.
ly/3F8qXiM

JCHS names new head coaches for
baskethall, foothall

BY BROOKE SCHLYER,
JOHNSTON CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

The Johnston City School
District recently announced
two key additions to the
high school’s athletic lead-
ership. Quinton Smothers
has been named the new
Boys' basketball head coach,
bringing his passion and
expertise to the program.
Additionally, JCHS teacher
and current Assistant Foot-
ball Coach Marshall Mum-
mert will step into the role
of Head Football Coach.

The Board of Education
expressed confidence in
these two individuals as ex-
ceptionally  well-qualified
to lead and foster the con-
tinued success of student
athletes, provide a seamless
transition for its programs,
and uphold the high stan-
dards and expectations of
parents and community.

Mummert is a familiar
name to most Johnston City
students, fans, and resi-
dents. The JCHS teacheris a
2005 alumnus who played
high school football and
has been on staff for 16 of
his 19 coaching years.

In 2005, Mummert be-
gan as an assistant coach
for the Freshman/Soph-
omore team. In 2008, he
was promoted to position
coach on the defensive
and offensive lines at the
varsity level and became
the head Freshman/Soph-
omore coach. His dedica-
tion to JC’s student athletes
supports his stance on the
game.

“My coaching philosophy
is built on the idea that suc-
cess doesn't happen by ac-
cident—it’s earned through
consistent, hard, and often
monotonous work.  We
strive for perfection, know-
ing we'll never reach it, but
that pursuit sharpens us
and builds habits that lead
to winning.”

Mummert served as
full-time varsity assistant
coach for the 2010 season,
overseeing the offensive
and defensive lines and be-
coming heavily involved in
the offensive game plan-
ning. He then spent three
years at West Frankfort be-
fore returning for the JCHS
2014 playoff run. He has
been a strong presence in
JC football since his return
in 2014.

In 2022, Mummert
took on a new JCHS foot-
ball coaching position as
the offensive coordinator
while continuing to coach
the offensive and defensive
lines. During this time, the
high school football team
held a record of 32 to 5 and
reached the state semifi-
nals in two of the past three
years.

‘I believe in keeping
things simple so our play-
ers can play fast and con-
fidently. Discipline is Key;
we want to execute at a high
level and play smart, pen-

JCHS' new head coaches: Marshall Mummert (football) and Quinton

Smothers (basketball)

alty-free football. Mental
and physical toughness
are a core part of who we
are. It's not about talking
tough—it's about showing
up, responding to adversity,
and doing things the right
way every day.

Mummert knows John-
ston City has a special foot-
ball culture and tradition,
and he’s ready to put in the
work as head football coach
to see this continue during
his tenure. Still admitting,
though, he owes a lot to the
coaches and players who
came before him.

‘I'm proud to contin-
ue building on the strong
foundation we have at
Johnston City, and I'm com-
nitted to helping our play-
ers grow—not just on the
field, but as people.”

The JCHS Dbasketball
program owns this same
commitment to its players
and their growth. Quinton
Smothers joins Johnston
City as the new head boys’
basketball coach following
13 years with the Herrin
School District. His coach-
ing career started in Sep-
tember 2012, splitting his
time as the Herrin girls ju-
nior high basketball coach
and the boys junior varsity
basketball coach. Smothers
transitioned exclusively to
boys™ high school coaching
in 2015.

Smothers brings an im-
pressive track record, lead-
ing teams to JV conference
championships in 2021-22
and 2022-23 (undefeated).
His JV team was co-confer-
ence champion in 2023-24
and finished in second
place in 2024-25. In his 10-
year span at Herrin High
School (2015-2025), Smoth-
ers accumulated a remark-
able record of 132-55.

‘I believe that to build a
winning environment, cre-
ating a strong team culture
is key. It starts with leading
by example; everyone is
held accountable, and no
excuses.’

Now, Smothers is ready
to take the JCHS basket-
ball program and create
that culture. His goal for
the first year is to build a
strong foundation for suc-
cess, establishing a clear vi-

“HE IS THE ONE WE PROCLAIM, ADMONISHING AND TEACHING EVERYONE WITH ALL WISDOM, SO THAT WE MAY PRESENT EVERYONE FULLY MATURE IN CHRIST.”— COLOSSIANS 1:28 NIV

sion and setting achievable
goals.

Smothers will be sup-
ported by the high school’s
new assistant boys basket-
ball coach, Hayden Hollo-
way, who was also hired by
the school board during its
special meeting. Holloway
is a dedicated and knowl-
edgeable coach. He brings
a strong educational back-

New assistant basketball coach at
JCHS Hayden Holloway

ground, having graduated
from John A. Logan Col-
lege and Southern Illinois
University before earning
his Master of Accountancy
from Missouri State Uni-
versity.

Over the past four years,
he served as an assis-
tant coach at Herrin High
School, where he played a
key role in developing game
plans, leading practices,
and promoting physical fit-
ness among the athletes.

Hayden is no strang-
er to Johnston City. His
grandparents lived in John-
ston City, and his mother
graduated from Johnston
City High School in 1986.
Hayden is enthusiastic
about joining the Johnston
City program and looks
forward to helping student
athletes grow both on and
off the court, emphasizing
skill development and the
value of teamwork.

JC Sports Hall of Fame
inductees announced

This year’s Johnston City
Sports Hall of Fame in-
ductees include athletes
Kyle Baker and Tony Ken-
drick, and Roy Rogers as a
“Friend of JC Sports.”

The Hall of Fame in-
ductees will be recognized
at the Homecoming Foot-
ball Game, October 10. An
induction ceremony and
banquet will be held on Oc-
tober 11, 11:30 am.

School sports typically take a
break for summer vacation
but practices resume mid-
summer; games begin in Au-
gust. See jeindians.org for info.
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Jr. Baseball/Softball Opening Day

2nd haseman shares
joy of running

BY TIM HASTINGS
One Johnston City boy
chose to play youth base-
ball because he likes to
run. °I like running a lot,
said Cohen Nagreski, age
six and a second baseman
for team Nagreski Law.

Nagreski was one of sev-
eral hundred players and
fans who celebrated open-
ing day of Johnston City Ju-
nior Baseball and Softball
at Arrowhead Park on Sat-
urday, May 10.

Nagreski said it felt good
to tag two runners at sec-
ond. He also got several hits
off the pitcher.

Nagreski's grandfather,
Dale Burzynski of Ben-
ton, said he wasn't sure
about the final score in

his grandson’'s game. I
don’t know if they picked a
winner or not, Burzynski
said. The grandfather also
watched his granddaughter
in the matchup between the
Lake Creek Quarter Horses
and the Lunch Bunch soft-
ball teams for 15-year-olds.

Ryan Ray, right fielder
for the softball team Attor-
ney Meagan Rich sponsors
for 10-year-olds, said she
walked every time at bat and
committed no errors.

Johnston City also cele-
brated opening day with a
pancake breakfast and pa-
rade. Games will be played
throughout the season at
Arrowhead Park where fans
are invited to bring chairs
and cheers.

MORE SPORTS >>> 5

Cohen Nagreski,
age 6, plays
second base

in JC Junior
Baseball

Johnston City will host

tournament play with teams
from Benton and West
Frankfort in age group 8-U
the last week of June. John-
ston City may also host other
teams in tournament play.

Premium team sponsors
are Gibbens & Kiel CPA,
Moonshine Run, Bucca-
neers Club, Nagreski Law,
IUOE Local 318, Lineman’s
Lounge, Simple Solutions,
Shooting Star Photogra-

phy, Southern Plating, Mc-
Cluskie-Miller Funeral
Services, MKE Builders, J.
Odle Construction, R and R
Rentals and Renovations,
Dave Anderson - State
Farm, Coulson’s Heating
and Cooling, Blondie’s Bak-
ery, Meagan Rich, Attorney
at Law, Protek Fiber, Mar-
tin Electric, JC Kid's Lunch
Bunch, and Lake Creek
Quarter Horse.

Follow the teams on
Facebook  (https:/tinyurl.
com/5h324sjf) or email je-
jbleague@gmail.com.
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“DO YOU NOT KNOW THAT THOSE WHO RUN IN A RACE ALL RUN, BUT ONE RECEIVES THE PRIZE? RUN IN SUCH A WAY THAT YOU MAY OBTAIN IT.”— 1 CORINTHIANS 9:24 NKJ



