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Arrowhead Lake Campground to reopen March 15

City seeks campground host, store clerk

BY TIM HASTINGS

The City of Johnston City is
seeking a campground host
and a store clerk for Arrow-
head Lake Campground.
The campground reopens
for the season on Saturday,
March 15. The season runs
through mid-November.

City Clerk Jade West said
candidates for the host po-
sition must provide their
own camper, have a knowl-
edge of camping, and enjoy
working with campground
visitors. Compensation for
the host consists of free
campsite rental and full
hookups for the camp-
ground season.

To apply, visit City Hall at
100 W. Broadway or call
618-983-6651.

The city is also hiring a
part-time sales clerk for the
campground’s general store.
The store stocks fishing and
recreation supplies, snacks,
grocery items, and souve-
nirs. Compensation for the
clerk is minimum wage.

Arrowhead Lake Camp-
ground is located on the
east side of Johnston City,
adjacent to  Arrowhead
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Sunset over Arrowhead Lake, Johnston City. As campground host, a view like this could be yours almost any day. Having the 2% mile trail circling the lake in your
frontyard is one of the many perks of the job. Compensation for the host consists of free camping with full hookups for all season. (photo by Sarah Fletcher)

Lake. The campground of-
fers RV, cabin, and tent
camping. All sites include
a fire pit and picnic table,
with water and electri-
cal hookups available. The
campground maintains
shower/bathroom/laun-
dry facilities for campers.

Hoffard, Brymer vie for
City Council seat

BY TIM HASTINGS
Dwight Hoffard and Daniel
Brymer are competing for
a four-year term as Ward
Three Alderman on the City
Council of Johnston City.
Seven other seats on the
Tuesday, April 1 ballot are
uncontested.

Incumbents Doug Dob-
bins, Jade West, and Tina
Lindsey seek four more
years as mayor, city clerk,
and city treasurer respec-
tively. In Ward One, Jenni-
fer Willis seeks a two-year
term as alderman, while
Will Carmickle seeks a
four-year term as alder-
man. Anthony Emery (Ward
Two) and Ronald Kee (Ward
Four) each seek four-year
terms as aldermen.

City Clerk Jade West de-
tailed responsibilities of
each city government of-
fice. The mayor holds over-
sight of all city departments
including police, fire, street,
water, cemetery, park, and
sewer. The city clerk pays
bills, serves as secretary for

the City Council, and over-
sees licenses and records.
The city treasurer oversees
the finance department.
Each alderman is assigned
individual oversight of one
of the city’s departments.
These elected officials
comprise the City Coun-
cil. The Council convenes
at 5:00 pm on the second
and fourth Tuesday of each
month, with meetings open
to the public.

Citizens may cast their
votes between 6:00 am and
7:00 pm, April 1, at one of
three assigned polling plac-
es designated by the city:
United Pentecostal Church,
1101 W. 10th St.; McDaniel-
Mitchell Scout Cabin, 1308
Parkway Dr.; and St. Paul’s
Parish Center, 1104 Wash-
ington Ave. To determine
the proper polling place,
call City Hall at (618) 983-
6651. Citizens can opt to
vote early through March
31 at the Williamson County
Court House.
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Campground reservations
may be made online at ar-
rowheadlakecampground.
com.

The park annually serves
as the site of the city’s Inde-
pendence Day celebration,
with this year’s event slated
for Friday, June 27. Festivi-

ties include fireworks, live
nmusic, food trucks, and a
kids’ fun field featuring in-
flatable playground equip-
ment.

Arrowhead Lake has long
been a popular fishing spot
and hiking trail for locals
as well as camping visitors.

The park’s picnic shelters
and playground areas of-
fer family options for out-
door activities. A pickle-
ball court, currently under
construction, is expected to
open later this year. The city
is also considering adding
kayak rental.

JCity Center to host 2 free art
programs for Kids

BY BEN JOHNSON

JCity Center for Hope and
Renewal is hosting a free
art program throughout the
upcoming months at its 504
E Broadway location. Due
to positive community re-
sponse from a similar pro-
gram in 2024, sessions will
again be offered for two dif-
ferent age groups: 3rd-5th
grades and K-2nd grades.

Marta Phillips, who facil-
itated the groups last year,
will reprise her role as lead-
er. "This is fun.” Marta says
regarding the event. She
shares that both groups will
experiment with different
paints, mediums, and can-
vases. Children will be in-
troduced to new ideas such
as gouache paints, new
techniques, and new ways
to interact with art. Marta
expresses that even if kids
came last year, they should
still plan to attend, as this
year's program has “new
content and direction.”

Phillips believes art pro-
grams should be fun. After
a long day of school, kids
can enjoy something fun,
something with "no abso-
lutes” “There are no rules
on a piece of paper,” she
contends. Phillips empha-
sizes the importance of
experimentation and relax-
ation derived from art and
how kids can excel in a cre-
ative environment. “When
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A student in “Art for Fun and Relation” at JCity Center experiments with
pastels, one of a variety of art media introduced in this free class.

you don't give them limits,
they come up with master-
pieces.’

The program is free with
all art supplies provided
and includes four weekly
sessions for each age group.
Classes meet Tuesday after-
noons, 4:00-5:15 pm, in one
of the Center’s newly ren-
ovated downstairs rooms.
The program begins March

18, with classes for 3rd-5th
grade students, followed by
K-2nd grade classes start-
ing April 15. All children are
welcome to attend. Prereg-
istration is encouraged, but
not required.

For more information,
call 618-952-1272 or email
jeitycenter@gmail.com

. PROMOTE

“LORD, YOU ESTABLISH PEACE FOR US; ALL THAT WE HAVE ACCOMPLISHED YOU HAVE DONE FOR US.” -ISAIAH 26:12



Love Keeps the Bus Wheels Going Round

BY BROOKE SCHLYER,
JOHNSTON CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

“‘It's just something that
sticks with you,” says Ton-
nie Nordmeyer, a bus driver
for the Johnston City School
District. “Those Kkids, you
get really attached to them.
It’s just something that puts
a smile on my face and love
in my heart.”

Nordmeyer defines the
adage, “If you love what you
do, you'll never work a day
in your life” The Johnston
City resident has been with
the district for longer than
she can remember. Nord-
meyer admits she's not very
good with years and times,
finally settling on 1994 as
her hire date. However, her
motivation in taking the job
remains very clear.

‘I wanted to be with my
kids,” she recalls. “As they
got older, be able to go to
their sports events. Be able
to drive the bus and just be
part of the community.”

As with United States
Postal Service employees,
bus drivers work behind
the wheel in rain, sleet,
snow, or shine, sometimes
driving long distances for
tournaments, field trips, or
after-school activities.

Nordmeyer says driving
to Panama City, Florida, for

| love the rain

BY JASMINE MORGRET
[ think spring is the BEST
season. It may rain a lot,
but that's not even that
bad. People love the rain!
You can jump in puddles,
kids make mud pies after
it rains; people even dance
in the rain. Rain isn't a ter-
rible thing; it can bring a
lot of good. Rain helps the
flowers grow, and it makes
people happy and have fun.
I personally think rain is
amazing, I LOVE the rain.
Some people may not agree,
but that's okay. Rain is
beautiful, and after it rains
you get to see a rainbow.
The flowers that grow in
spring are beautiful, too.
The pollen isn’t always fun,
but the flowers are. You can
make bouquets for your
friends, family, or your sig-
nificant other. There are
so many different flowers,
and the beautiful colors
are just so pretty. You can

a high school cheerleading
camp is a trip she’ll never
forget, especially since her
daughter got to be with her.

“It was a brand-new bus,
but we found out there was
a leak,” Nordmeyer laughs
as she reflects. "All the
posters they made for cheer
camp got wet, so we had to
rush around and get new
poster boards.”

Although Nordmeyer left
for some time to start and
run a family business, she
eventually came back and
still has a route today.

In 1997, Nordmeyer
helped a family friend, Pa-
tricia Mueller, get a job
driving buses for the school
district. At the time, Muel-
ler worked at a dentist’s
office and felt like she was
missing out on her Kids
growing up.

"My oldest one was in ju-
nior high and getting into
sports,” Mueller remem-
bers. “It would put me to
where I could take my kids
on their school trips and
be with them. If they got
sick or anything, I would be
right there”

At first, driving such a
big vehicle made Mueller
nervous. It was something
she had never done before.
Mueller quickly got used to

School bus drivers Patricia Mueller (L) and Tonnie Nordmeyer (R) have
nearly 50 years of combined service to the Johnston City School District.

maneuvering the bus and
the multitasking involved.
‘A lot of times, you got
30 to 65 kids on the bus’
Mueller explains. “Then
youre trying to keep them
corralled. Youre trying to
keep your eyes on the road
in front of you and what's
going on around you. Then,

you can't forget to stop and
let certain kids off”
February was designated
as Love the Bus Month, a
time to show appreciation
for drivers like Mueller and
Nordmeyer who provide re-
liable, safe transportation.
Currently, the Johnston City
School District employs

seven bus drivers and three
substitute bus drivers.

Becky Vancil, transpor-
tation director, recognizes
the hard work and efforts
of all bus drivers. The shift
includes early morning
arrival to inspect the bus
as well as late nights away
from home for afterschool
programs. At times, this
involves driving in bad
weather conditions.

Vancil believes work-
life balance draws people
to become bus drivers, but
strong relationships keep
them clocking in.

“They become your Kids
for life” Vancil says about
students. “I've been here
for 20 years. I still talk
to some of my Kkids that I
drove when they were in
Kindergarten, and now they
have kids."

Nordmeyer and Mueller
also share this sentiment.

‘T've had this route for a
long time, Mueller says. “I
love my kids and their fam-
ilies. I'm driving kids whose
parents I drove when they
were kids.”

‘I've only driven for
Johnston City,” Nordmeyer
adds. “I wouldn’t want to go
anywhere else. I'm pretty
partial to Johnston City. It’s
nmy heart for sure.”

Focus on Washington Middle School

Mrs. Colson’s 8th grade students write about spring

do so many cool DIY’s with
flowers too. You can make
flower bracelets, head-
bands, and even necklaces.
Spring just brings people
so much joy, and it makes
everything look pretty with
all the bright colors.

Spring, the perfect
season

BY ALEXANDRIA CARPENTER
Spring is the best season,
and I am going to tell you
why it is. Well, in spring it
is not too hot, and it is not
too cold. It is the perfect
weather for you to dance
around in the grass and to
wear any type of beauti-
ful clothing you want. You
won't feel chilly, and you
won't feel hot. It is the per-
fect weather to do any fun
activities that you want to
do like biking, hiking, and
much more.

Another reason is that
spring gives off the most
breathtaking scenery, with
all of the flowers burst-
ing into all types of colors.
With the birds chirping,

8th grader, Farryn Thompson is proud of her unicorn robotics project.
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it is an amazing sight to
wake up to. There won't be
any snow, and there won't
be any dead leaves falling
off the trees. If you want a
lovely background for your
Instagram photos, well, the
spring season will give you
just that. Overall, spring is
the best season to do any-
thing and everything.

Calming Rains

BY SCARLET COREY

I think spring is one of
the best seasons in many
ways. One way is all the
rain. Every time, my mom
and I have a garden and
we plant beautiful flowers.
Sometimes you want to go
outside on your porch and
listen to the rain. I love the
rain and how it sounds, be-
cause it can really calm you
from a stressed-out day at
school or even work.

Spring is when all the
trees come back and the
animals get out of hiberna-
tion.

Spring can also raise the
temperature. So, no more
cold days and no more hav-
ing to go inside. Spring is
one step away from sum-
mer, so it really is exciting.
Everything is green with
no ‘non-leaf” trees—just
beautiful green trees. Yes,
it might storm and cause
major damage, but it helps
our plants grow for oxy-
gen and for our gardens to
grow. Spring is often called
the “rainy season” for a rea-
son. Without spring, many
trees and plants and food
we grow in gardens will
sadly die.

Spring is one rain-tastic
season!

Spring Is Amazing

BY KEEGAN BEAL
Spring is the season for
new, radiant life to flour-

ish and thrive. It nourish-
es fauna and drives them
to grow larger and even
more beautiful than before.
The scenery of the season
is enhanced by the over-
whelming amount of wild-
life and plants that sprout
anew. And even more than
just plants and animals
flourish; so does life itself.
It gets warmer and more
comfortable than the win-
ter season. This time of year
is always better for many
reasons, even more than
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what I've given so far.

It's also a sign life is
changing and progressing.
Spring is the mark of a new
year, one to enjoy. Life is
way beyond enjoyable and
thrives when spring arrives
and brings the warm weath-
er, and provides plants and
animals with rain. Rain may
be bad, but it only is bad if
you let it be; so don't. Enjoy
spring and your year will be
better. Believe me, spring is
the best.

Introducing Mr. Billy Brayfield

BY MARGIE SANDERS
Billy Brayfield grew up in
Johnston City, became a
2000 JCHS graduate, and
later received his Education
Degree from SIU-C. His re-
sponsibilities at Washing-
ton Middle School include
athletic director, golf and
baseball coach, and Science
and Robotics teacher. Ro-
botics has now been added
to the Washington School
curriculum. The program
allows students to engineer
and design a vehicle and
then power it to move on its
own using a cell phone.

Although Brayfield says
he has enjoyed his 19 years
of teaching, he admits he
will be excited to retire af-
ter 12 more. Mr. Brayfield
wants to be remembered as
“a teacher [who] allowed his
students to be themselves,
[giving them] a chance to
learn in different ways’

When asked what he en-
joys most about teaching,
he was quick to respond,
‘T love working with kids.
‘T couldn’t picture myself
doing anything else.” Bray-
field's non-teaching hob-
bies include house painting,
playing golf, and fishing.
Billy Brayfield, wife Amber,
and their three children live
near Benton.

“LET MY TEACHING FALL LIKE RAIN AND MY WORDS DESCEND LIKE DEW, LIKE SHOWERS ON NEW GRASS, LIKE ABUNDANT RAIN ON TENDER PLANTS.” -DEUTERONOMY 32:2 NIV



Education

FULL SERVICE COMMUNITY SCHOOLS
LIAISONS. Interested candidates send cover
letter, resume, and references to: Johnston
City C.US.D. #1, Attn; Kathy Clark, 1113
Grand Avenue, Johnston City, IL 62951, or
kelark@jcindians.org. See Full Service Com-
munity Schools Liaison Job Description at
JCindians.org

LINCOLN  SCHOOL  PARAPROFESSIONAL
Please see JCindians.org for an applica-
tion for this position and return the appli-
cation and proof of certification to Mrs.
Kathy Clark, Superintendent, Johnston City
C.U.S.D. #1, 1113 Grand Ave., Johnston
City, IL 62951.

PART-TIME MUSIC TEACHER. Interested
candidates send a letter of interest, re-
sume, certification and letters of reference
to: Johnston City C.U.S.D. #1, Attn: Kathy
Clark, 1113 Grand Avenue, Johnston City, IL
62951, or kclark@jcindians.org.

Coaching

HIGH SCHOOL ASSISTANT BASEBALL COACH
Please send a letter of interest to Mrs. Lind-
sey Bush, IHSA Athletic Director, Johnston
City High School, 1500 Jefferson Avenue,
Johnston City, IL 62951.

Transportation

The Johnston City C.U.S.D. #1 is accepting
applications for the following positions:

SUBSTITUTE BUS DRIVER, SUBSTITUTE
BUS MONITOR Please click on the link on
jcindians.org for an application for these
positions and return the application to Mrs.
Rebecca Vancil, Director of Transportation,
Johnston City C.U.S.D. #1, 1113 Grand Ave.,
Johnston City, IL 62951.

Food Services

OPAA! is now hiring Kitchen
Staff and Substitute Kitchen
Staff. Please see jcindians.
org for more information
and to apply for these po-
sitions.

Opinion

Why were we taught that in school?

BY JIMMY DEAN
Recently, I was with a group
of people questioning why
certain subjects are taught
in schools.

“Why do kids have to
learn the Constitution?
They will never use it. In
nmy job I've never once talk-
ed about the Constitution,’
the person added.

Another  chimed in,
“Why do I need math? I'm
going to work in the fields.”

On and on it went, caus-
ing me to ponder, "Am I re-
ally hearing this?”

These comments came
from men and women
whom I considered smart
and successful in their
fields. Amid this conversa-
tion, I started having sec-
ond thoughts.

Growing up, in grade
school and high school as
well, I did wonder at times
why I was taking math, En-
glish, or Spanish. (Thank
goodness Mrs. Pyle liked
me, or I'd still be in that
class.) But as an adult, I
began to see the value and
usefulness of those classes.

I've previously men-
tioned that I am just about
the only non-teacher in

Jimmy Dean

is a freelance
writer and
former mayor of
Johnston City.
can be reached
atjrdean@
mchsi.com.

my family. My wife was a
high school math teacher;
one daughter teaches Kin-
dergarten; one daughter
teaches high school math;
my late son taught busi-
ness; and my son-in-law is
a middle school assistant
principal.

If you could ask my for-
mer teachers about my
scholastic ability in high
school, they would prob-
ably tab me as an under-
achiever. I would rather go
to a ballgame, play in some
type of ballgame, or talk
sports with someone in-
stead of study.

Later, I realized that the
classes I took were very
much needed for the path
life took me. Typing and
English helped me become
a sportswriter and, eventu-
ally, a sports editor. Histo-
ry and government helped
me tremendously when I

“...SEE HOW THE FARMER WAITS FOR THE PRECIOUS FRUIT OF THE EARTH, BEING PATIENT ABOUT IT, UNTIL IT RECEIVES THE EARLY AND THE LATE RAINS.” -JAMES 5:7 ESV

became involved in poli-
tics and ran for office. Even
math and drafting were
there for me as a police of-
ficer reconstructing acci-
dent scenes.

Although 1 had no
knowledge of what field I
was going into after high
school, it's evident that I
did use most of the tools
from my high school tool-
box.

Which brings me back
to the initial discussion
of why certain classes are
needed (required) in high
school. Googling the ques-
tion, “"Why should someone
learn about the Constitu-
tion?” brought up some
interesting answers. It
helps to learn the rights,
structures, understanding
and principles that guide
the nation. In other words,
basically every decision in
life is somehow tied to the
Constitution.

By no means do I know a
lot about the Constitution,
and as stated earlier, school
was not one of my favorite
pastimes. But I'd like to
think our forefathers were
making the framework of
everyone’s lives when they
wrote the Constitution.

This is kind of a ram-
bling column. Maybe see-
ing how hard teachers, ad-
ministrators, and people in
the education and govern-
ment sectors work at their
jobs to make this a better
world touched a nerve.

To those who are still
in school and searching
for a career, and to those
who are working now, but
may be changing fields,
I say learn what you can
from whatever is offered.
You never know what lies
ahead.

Email me your thoughts
at jrdean@mchsi.com.
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Marceh Events

MARCH 4
Business Leaders Meet-N-
Greet, Andresen’s, 9 am

U of I Ext. free nutrition ed-
ucation, JCity Center, 6:00-
7:30 pm

Lions Club, JCity Church, 6
pm

MARCH 5

Rotary Club, Lunch @ An-
dresen’s, Noon

MARCH 7
School early dismissal

MARCH 10-14
Spring Break

MARCH 11

U of I Ext. free nutrition ed-
ucation, JCity Center, 6:00-
7:30 pm

City Council, Scout Cabin,
5pm

MARCH 15

Arrowhead Campground
reopens

MARCH 17
JC Planning Commission
Meeting, Scout Cabin, 5 pm

MARCH 18

Kids" Art Class, JCity Center,
4:00-5:15 pm

Lions Club, Andresen’s, 9
am

MARCH 19
Rotary Meeting, Indigo Re-
alty Office, 4 pm

MARCH 20
Preschool Screening, JCity
Church, 8:00-10:30 am

MARCH 20

Commodity Dist./Food Pan-
try, First United Methodist,
9:30 am - 12:30 pm

School Board Mtg., Unit
Office, 6 pm

MARCH 21
School half day

MARCH 25

Kids" Art Class, JCity Center,
4:00-5:15 pm

City Council, Scout Cabin,
5pm

MARCH 28
4th Friday Fun, JCity
Church, 6:30-8:00 pm

MARCH 30

5th Sunday Night
Community Sing, First
Christian Church, 6 pm

April Events

APRIL 1 - ELECTION DAY
Business Leaders Meet-N-
Greet, Andresen’s, 9 am

Kids’ Art Class, JCity Center,
4:00-5:15 pm
Lions, JCity Church, 6 pm

APRIL 2
Rotary, Andresen’s, Noon

APRIL 5
Lions Club  Fish  Fry,
Masonic Hall, 11:00-2:00

APRIL 8

City Council, Scout Cabin,
5pm

Kids" Art Class, JCity Center,
4:00-5:15 pm

APRIL 13 - PALM SUNDAY
Community Service, JCity
Church, 6 pm

APRIL 15 - TAX DAY
Lions, Andresen’s, 9 am

Kids’ Art Class, JCity Center,
4:00-5:15 pm

APRIL 16

Rotary, Indigo Realty, 4 pm

APRIL 17

Commodity Dist./Food Pan-
try, First United Methodist,
9:30 am - 12:30 pm

Early School Dismissal

School Board Meeting, Unit
Office, 6:00 PM

APRIL 18 - No School
APRIL 21 - No School

JC Planning Commission
Meeting, Scout Cabin, 5 pm

APRIL 20 - EASTER

APRIL 22

City Council, Scout Cabin,
5:00 pm

Kids' Art Class, JCity Center,
4:00-5:15 pm

APRIL 29
Kids’ Art Class, JCity Center,
4:00-5:15 pm

Weekly Events

THURSDAYS
Food pantry/clothes closet
First Christian 3:30-5:30 pm

SATURDAYS

Community Meal (drive-
thru), JCity Church, 5:30-
6:00

To become a sponsor of Arrow News, call 618-952-1272 or email jcitycenter@gmail.com. JCity Center for Hope and Renewal is a 501¢3 nonprofit. All donations are tax-deductible.
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“LORD, YOU ARE MY GOD; | WILL EXALT YOU AND PRAISE YOUR NAME, FOR IN PERFECT FAITHFULNESS YOU HAVE DONE WONDERFUL THINGS, THINGS PLANNED LONG AGO.” -ISAIAH 25:1 NIV




PRING is a season to celebrate God’s cre-

ative power and His ability to bring forth new

beginnings. Let this time of renewal inspire
you to deepen your faith, embrace hope, and grow
in the grace of God. As flowers bloom and the earth
awakens, remember that God is also at work in your
life, bringing beauty, growth, and transformation.

—thebibleteachesthis.com

St. Patrick: the myths, the legends, the truth

BY DOUG HANCOCK
Since many folks in JC claim
a “wee” bit of Irish heritage
(including myself), some
research about St. Patrick’s
Day might be necessary. So,
let’s begin.

First of all, St. Patrick
was not Irish. He was born
in Britain in the fourth cen-
tury, and his real name was
Maewyn Succat. As a teen-
ager, he was kidnapped by
Irish pirates and served as
a slave/servant for six years
before escaping and mak-
ing his way home. A vision
beckoned him to return
to Ireland and evangelize
the pagan masses. Realiz-
ing his lack of education,
he spent his next years in
France, where he became
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a priest and changed his
name to Patricius (Patrick)
and left for Ireland with the
Church’s blessing.

His choice of color was
blue, not green and this re-
mained until the 17th cen-
tury when green became
the national color. And
concerning snakes, these
serpents are not native to
Ireland, so the banishing of
snakes by St. Patrick is the
stuff of legend.

As for those lucky four-
leaf clovers, the local flo-
ra, the shamrock has only
three leaves and again
legend states that Patri-
cius used the shamrock to
explain the Holy Trinity to
the masses. And although
Americans spend around

Never miss an issue,
subscribe to the online
edition of the Arrow here.

jcity.center/subscribe

“THAT PERSON IS LIKE A TREE PLANTED BY STREAMS OF WATER, WHICH YIELDS ITS FRUIT IN SEASON AND WHOSE LEAF DOES NOT WITHER— WHATEVER THEY DO PROSPERS.” -PSALM 1:3 NIV

$6 billion on aleohol every
year to celebrate the holi-
day, until recent times, this
was a dry holiday with all
pubs closed.

Ireland’s census boasts
of six million (plus), yet the
US census records almost
37 million Americans who
list their heritage as Irish.
And what about our favor-
ite Irish meal, corned beef
and cabbage? Native Irish
prefer pork, but early Irish
immigrants discovered that
beef was cheaper and could
be cooked with cabbage in
the same pot.

Getting back to our pa-
tron saint (not really since
persons before 1000 AD
were not granted saint-
hood), Patrick authored
two books that spoke of his
life story and his work on
the Emerald Isle. He died
March 17 (by tradition), in
Saul, Ireland and was bur-
ied nearby. This, too, is con-
tested by several commu-
nities claiming the official
location of his grave.

Do these revelations
change anything? Abso-
lutely not. Enjoy the up-
coming special day as you
please—just remember to
wear green, so the lepre-
chauns won't pinch you.
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ok/10k Run

CONTINUED FROM P. 6

as possible. Several mem-
bers of the Johnston City
School District support this
mission and are signed up
for the run.

One of those is Tim Kee,
a second-grade teacher at
Jefferson Elementary, who
annually participates in
the 5K/10K. "Kegan was a
student of mine,” Kee re-
calls. “In my first 13 years
at the district, I taught high
school. Kegan was one of
my senior English students
shortly before he passed
away.’

Kee also crocheted an
afghan to donate as a raffle
prize, but feels he’s gained
more than he’s given.

‘Kegan's mom and I
have become close friends
as she’s worked over the
years to keep Kegan's leg-
acy alive” he explains. “T'll
miss it, but I know Cindy
will continue working in
Kegan's name—just in oth-
er ways.”

JCUSD’s Unit Secretary
Kim Grant, whose youngest
brother graduated with Ke-
gan, also participates in the
event.

The 2025 Kegan Johns
Memorial 5 and 10K Walk/
Run takes place March 2,
at the Harry Crisp Sports
Complex, 1606 S. Carbon
Street in Marion. Starting
time is 1:00 pm. This family
event includes door prizes,
a silent auction, and BBQ.
Organizers encourages at-
tendees to “bring the Kids,
the strollers, and the pets,
and join in the fun.’
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JCHS graduate Kegan Johns (1986-2004)

Goodbye winter, welcome

spring sports

As one season ends, an-
other begins. In southern
Illinois, this is more true
of school sports than the
weather, where tempera-
tures bounce back and
forth between winter and
spring in a day’s time.

As the winter sports sea-
sons—basketball, volleyball,
wrestling,  bowling—fade
into memories captured
on yearbook pages, players
and fans alike migrate out-
side for softball and base-
ball games, track meets and
bass fishing. Shout out to
spring!

Let's not forget the ac-
complishments of some
outstanding athletes. High
school wrestlers, Ben Har-
ris and Jerry Tate, advanced
farther than their team
by going to the sectionals,
where they made a good
showing; though each lost
two matches. Outstanding
girl wrestler Kiowa Quil-
len went 2-2, but fell short
in what wrestlers call the
blood rounds. This was the
best finish for a female
wrestler in JCHS history.

The girls also dominated
in basketball with the Lady
Indians 24-9 for the sea-
son, the second most wins
in school history. In post
season, they put up a good
fight but lost to Vienna (40-
48) in the regional champi-
onship, February 20.

The boys basketball team
took a 71-54 bruising from
the Sesser-Valier Red Dev-
ils in their last game, finish-
ing the season 8-21.

After enjoying an emp-
ty schedule during spring
break, the girls softball and
boys baseball teams open
their seasons March 16, at
Eldorado. The home open-

FOR THE LATEST
JC INDIANS SPORTS
SCHEDULES,
SCAN THIS...

jcindians.bigteams.com
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er for the girls is March
19 against  Anna-Jones-
boro. The boys play their
first home game March 31,
against Steeleville. Welcome
spring! Let’s go Indians!

A last run for Kegan Johns
Memorial 5/10K

BY BROOKE SCHLYER,
JOHNSTON CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

For the past seven years,
the Kegan Johns Memori-
al 5K/10K has served as an
outlet for the community to
turn a tragedy into a les-
son for students across the
region. Gearing up for the
eighth and final run, Johns’
mother, Cindy Walsh is re-
flecting on her son’s short
life and its big impact.

Kegan Johns is a familiar
name for many in Johnston
City and southern Illinois.
He graduated from John-
ston City High School as a
four-sport athlete and de-
cided to serve his country
in the US. Marine Corps.
However, Johns never got
the chance to attend boot
camp or embark on his mil-
itary career. In 2004, just
three months after grad-
uating, he passed away.
The 18-year-old was a pas-
senger in a single-vehicle
crash in which the driver
had been drinking.

Walsh found herself de-
termined to bring some
purpose behind her son’s
death and give back to the
community. “His favor-
ite sport was socializing,
Walsh laughs as she re-
members. “He played foot-
ball, baseball, basketball,
and did track. He always

enjoyed running, like cross
country and long distanc-
es.’

Remembrance of his
love for running inspired
the Kegan Johns Memori-
al 5K/10K Run Walk. The
event originally benefited
Williamson County Traf-
fic Safety Days, allowing
law enforcement to teach
high school students cau-
tious driving principles
and the dangers of driving
under the influence. When
COVID-19 took students
from in-person to e-learn-
ing, Walsh redirected the
profits  toward student
scholarships, including
scholarships for Johnston
City High School seniors.

‘It's not a lot, but it's
something” Walsh says.
‘Maybe gas money, some
new clothes. Whatever they
need in that moment to get
them started and into their
next chapter of life.”

Lacing up her sneakers
one last time for this me-
morial race, Walsh is also
ready to enter the next
chapter of her life. She
plans to retire and spend
more time with her family,
especially as she patient-
ly awaits the arrival of her
first great-grandchild.

Walsh hopes for a high
turnout at this farewell
event, providing scholar-
ships to as many students
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School district employees Kara Stark, Kim Grant, and Mary Johanson,
participants in a previous Kegan Johns Memorial 5K/ 10K.

% coence

LEGENCEBANK.COM

Bank se

“YOU WILL KEEP HIM IN PERFECT PEACE, WHOSE MIND IS STAYED ON YOU, BECAUSE HE TRUSTS IN YOU.”—ISAIAH 26:3 NKJV




