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“OH GIVE THANKS TO THE LORD, FOR HE IS GOOD, FOR HIS STEADFAST LOVE ENDURES FOREVER!” —PSALM 107:1 ESV

NOVEMBER 2024 JOHNSTON CITY’S HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER FREE!  

BY TIM HASTINGS
Free pictures with Santa, 
letter writing to Santa, com-
plimentary refreshments, 
and an inflatable bounce 
attraction are among the 
family-themed activities 
planned for Johnston City’s 
Hometown Christmas.

The annual event, now in 
its 14th year, will take place 
November 30, from 2-5 pm 
downtown on Broadway, 
City Clerk Jade West con-
firmed.

Shooting Star Photog-
raphy will capture each 
child’s visit with Santa. An-
dresen’s Café is sponsoring 
an Arctic Drop contest. A 

mailbox, as well as a table 
with writing supplies, will 
be provided so children 
can express their gift wish-
es to Santa.  Mrs. Claus 
and Santa’s arch nemesis, 
The Grinch, will also be on 
hand.

Other freebies include 
live music and a perfor-
mance by the Johnston City 
Junior High Dance Team. 
Vendors will also have 
items available for pur-
chase.

Prizes will be awarded at 
4 pm, followed by the light-
ing of the city Christmas 
tree at 5 pm.

BY TIM HASTINGS
The Johnston City Manna 
Mission and Banterra Bank 
of Johnston City have an-
nounced their Angel Tree 
and Shining Star Christmas 
gift drive for children and 
seniors for 2024.

“We see a real need for 
this in the Johnston City 

School District,” said John-
ston City Manna Mission 
Director Cheri Litton. “We 
collect these Christmas 
gifts for the less fortunate.”

Litton said children, ages 
birth through 13, and senior 
citizens living in the John-
ston City School District 

BY RANA REED
Dreams do come true, as 
Chuck and Tona Reed, life-
long residents of Johnston 
City and owners of Reed 
Stables can attest. Three of 
the Reeds’ horses competed 
in the 53rd World Racking 
Horse Celebration held in 
Shelbyville, Tennessee, Oc-
tober 7-12.

Competitors from across 
the country came to the 
six-day horse show for the 
chance to win a blue ribbon 
and wear a horseshoe of ros-
es while circling Champions 
Arena. The Reeds were there 
to showcase their horses: 
Man of Honor, Totally Twist-

ed, and Hawaii 5-0. 
Tona nursed 19-year-old 

Totally Twisted back to per-
formance level. Some had 
advised her to retire him, 
but she felt he wasn’t done 
yet.  They came back to win a 
World Championship at the 
Spring Celebration and won 
another World Champion-
ship in the October event. 
Totally Twisted is a multi-
year World Champion and 
World Grand Champion.

Tona exhibited and qual-
ified Man of Honor to com-
pete in the 15.2 Amateur 
World Grand Champion-
ship. They won World and 

SUBMITTED BY JCCUSD#1
The Johnston City School 
District  announces its se-
lection as a partner school 
for a Full-Service Commu-
nity Schools (FSCS) Grant 
totaling $5 million over the 
next five years. This pro-
gram, provided by the Af-
ter school for Children and 
Teens, ACT Now Coalition, 
will enable JC schools to 
enhance educational ser-
vices, support students and 
families, and foster stronger 
community partnerships. 

The Full-Service Com-
munity Schools program 
aims to transform schools 
into hubs of support for 
students and their fami-
lies. Through this initiative, 

schools provide a range of 
services that address ac-
ademic, health, and social 
needs, ensuring that every 
student has the opportu-
nity to succeed. The FSCS 
model promotes collabora-
tion among schools, fami-
lies, and community orga-
nizations, offering a variety 
of services such as: 
Academic Support:   Tu-
toring, mentoring, and af-
ter-school programs de-
signed to enhance student 
learning and engagement. 

Health Services:  Access to 
medical and mental health 
care, nutrition programs, 
and wellness initiatives to 
support the overall well-be-
ing of students and their 
families. 

Family Support:   Resourc-
es and programs that assist 
families in navigating chal-
lenges, including counsel-
ing, job training, and com-
munity resources. 

Community Engage-
ment:   Opportunities for 
parents and community 
members to get involved in 
school activities, fostering a 
strong sense of community 
and partnership. 

“We are thrilled to be se-
lected for this partnership, 
which will significantly en-
hance the support we can 
provide to our students 
and their families,” said 
Kathy Clark, JCCUSD Su-
perintendent. “This funding 
will allow us to implement 
programs that address the 

needs of our school com-
munity, ensuring that every 
student has the resources 
they need to thrive aca-
demically and personally.” 

The grant will be utilized 
to establish new programs, 
hire additional staff, and 
expand existing services, 
creating a holistic support 
system that empowers stu-
dents to excel in their ed-
ucation and beyond. With 
the support of the Full-Ser-
vice Community Schools 
program, the Johnston City 
School District is commit-
ted to fostering a nurturing 
environment where every 
child can achieve their full-
est potential. 

Johnston City schools 
receive $5 million grant

Manna Mission ‘Angel Tree’ at 
Banterra to provide Christmas 
gifts for local children

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2)

Banterra Bank employees Starla Waters (from left), Nancy Gardner, 
Marissa Dunford, and Richelle Bigham (Tim Hastings Photo)

14th Annual Hometown Christmas to bring Santa, holiday cheer downtown, Nov. 30 

Children attending Hometown Christmas decorate cookies in one 
of the many family-friendly activities at last year’s celebration. 

This year’s event is scheduled Nov. 30.

Local couple’s dreams come true 
with award-winning horses

Tona Reed riding Man of Honor after winning World Grand Champion at the 15.2 Amateur World Grand 
Championship (Photo Courtesy of Natasha Douglas)(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2)
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“WHAT I AM THANKFUL FOR”  
BY JAYDEN GIBBS

What I am thankful for is my family and 
friends, because they are most important 
to me. My family is important because they 
protect me and love me so much. I love 
them so much, too, and I have a lot of sis-
ters and brothers that I love so much. I have 
two parents, two godparents, two godsis-
ters, four grandpas, four grandmas, a bonus 
grandpa, two dogs, and two cats. My Grand-
ma Lori has two horses and a lot of dogs. I 
love my family. I have a lot of cousins, and 
they are fun to play with. I love my family. 
They are so nice. I have a few friends whose 
names are Zoie, Mailha, Jakia, Kylee, Pay-
ton, and Tori. Even my mom and dad are my 
friends. My favorite people in my family are 
everyone. They are all my favorites. Did you 
know I have four sisters, and three broth-
ers? I love everyone in my family. They all 
are so nice. My whole family is kind of short, 
not everyone, but most. I love my sisters and 
brothers and the rest of my family. 

Do you love your family like I do?
P.S. Always love your family and friends.
 

“MY THANKSGIVING”  
BY IZZY LYNN RAY

My average Thanksgiving would be very 
simple. I would wake up and smell my 
mom’s green bean casserole and mashed 
potatoes. I would dash into the kitchen 
and beg for a taste of it before it would be 
served. My mother would agree and I would 
squeal in happiness. After I tasted it, it was 
like a birthday cake, sweet and savory. Then, 
my dad, my dogs, my mom, my brother, and 
I would all go to my grandma and grandpa’s 
house to eat. My grandma would usually 
have pumpkin pie on the kitchen counter, 
ready to be served.

After, we would eat around 5:00 pm af-
ter everyone watched a movie. We would 
gather around the food and pick what we 
wanted, my brother and me in the back. Ev-
eryone would eat a light dinner. Sometimes, 
I would have seconds, even thirds, leaving 
barely any leftovers for the family. I would 
usually be the last one to eat dessert be-
cause I was so stuffed with food. Then we 
would play with the dogs outside for a lit-
tle while. I would ride my bike for about an 
hour. Finally, we would head home, heading 
to bed.

“FALL NARRATIVE” BY HUNTER GARRIS
On a cold fall evening, I got out of bed 

and looked out the cabin window. When 
I looked out I saw orange, red, and yellow 
leaves falling everywhere. As I took a deep 
breath, I smelled burning logs from the 
stone fireplace. The red, burning embers of 
the logs filled the room with an aroma of a 
pristine, freshly cut, oak tree. As I was walk-
ing outside, I could hear the sound of the 
spruce boards creaking. When I got out-
side, the evening wind whistled in my ears. 
It reminded me of the cold, haunting winter 
ahead. The temperature was skin piercing 
and made me wish the warm beaches of 
summer were still here. I stepped off the 
porch and could feel brittle leaves break 
underneath my feet. As I looked up, I could 
see the Canadian geese flying above in their 
natural V shape. Next, I looked into the dark, 
ominous forest and saw an owl stalking a 
gray mouse. It brought back vivid memo-
ries of my grandfather and me hunting. It 
reminded me of when he and I were lying 
in the ice-sprinkled snow. He was showing 
me how to outsmart the old deer that were 
located there.

Submissions from Washington Middle School

Students reflect on Thanksgiving season

November 1, the Johnston 
City Fire Department will 
hold a fundraiser for Chief 
Tom Burton at Andresen’s. 
Burton has been diagnosed 
with multiple myeloma 
(cancer of plasma cells). He 
began his career as a teen-
age volunteer at the depart-
ment and has served more 
than 37 years as a full-time 
firefighter with 18 of those 
years as chief. The fund-
raiser will include a BBQ  

dinner starting at 4:30 p.m. 
A live auction will begin at 
6:30 along with a 50/50 raf-
fle and cash bar. Tickets are 
$12 and may be purchased 
at the Fire Department or 
City Hall. Tickets will also 
be available at the door. All 
money raised will be ap-
plied to Burton’s medical 
and travel expenses. Call 
618-983-6544 or 618-983-
6651 for more information.

Benefit BBQ to raise money for 
Chief Burton

Camping season ends
Arrowhead Lake Camp-
ground will close for the 
season November 15. The 
campground will reopen 
March 15, 2025. Online res-
ervations for next season 
may be made beginning 
January 1, 2025 at arrow-
headlakecampground.com. 

Community 
Thanksgiving Service
The Johnston City Minis-
terial Alliance will hold a 
Community Thanksgiving 
Service, Sunday evening, 
November 24, 6:00, at the 
Washington Avenue Baptist 
Church, 809 Washington 
Ave., Johnston City. Pastor 
Keith Fletcher, director of 
JCity Center for Hope and 

Renewal, will deliver the 
message. An offering will 
be received for a local min-
istry during the service. Af-
terward, refreshments will 
be served in the church’s 
fellowship hall. Everyone is 
welcome to attend.

‘Prime-Timers’ 
to meet at JCity 
Church, Nov. 13
JCity Church, 609 Monroe, 
invites all local seniors to its 
“Prime-Timer” fellowship, 
Wednesday, November 13, 
9:30-10:30 am in the fel-
lowship hall. These monthly 
gatherings typically include 
music, games, and food. 
Call 618-983-5254 for more 
information. 

The Local Scene

As part of its service to peo-
ple with vision and hearing 
needs, the Johnston City Li-
ons Club provided a camp 
scholarship for a young 
man, Cameron Gooden, 
to attend Camp Lions this 
summer. The club recently 
received a thank you note 
from this student: 

Thank you, Lions Mem-
bers, for sending me to 
camp! My three favorite 
activities are swimming 
at the lake, jumping on 
the water trampoline, and 
tie-dye. I got to hang out 
with my friends. Looking 
forward to next year!

		  Sincerely,  
		  Cameron

According to local Lions, 
the club’s recent fish fry 
was one of their most suc-
cessful ever. In May, with 
money raised from previous 
fish fries, the club awarded 
$1000 scholarships to three 
2024 JCHS graduates. 

The Johnston City Lions 
Club meets twice month-
ly and welcomes anyone 
interested in becoming a 
member. Contact club pres-
ident Bob Miller (618-663-
8368) for up-to-date meet-
ing times and locations.

Camper thanks Lions Club for scholarship

may apply to receive gifts.
Those wishing to adopt 

a child or senior are in-
vited to visit the Angel 
Tree/Shining Star Christ-
mas tree on display in the 
Banterra Bank lobby at 
908 Grand Avenue begin-
ning the Tuesday before 
Thanksgiving (November 
26). The tree will be dec-
orated with cards shar-
ing the age and gender 
of each recipient along 
with gift wishes, clothing 
sizes, and color prefer-

ences. The cards will be 
numbered for confiden-
tiality. Cards will also be 
available at Manna Mis-
sion Thrift Store and Food 
Pantry, 306 E. Broadway.

Gifts should be brought 
to Banterra or the Man-
na Mission by the second 
week of December.

To apply to receive 
gifts, bring proof of resi-
dence to the thrift store or 
food pantry. Store hours 
are Monday and Wednes-
day 9:30 am to 4 pm and 

Tuesdays from 9:30 am 
to 5:30 pm. The pantry is 
open Tuesdays from 3-5 
pm, and Wednesdays from 
10 am to 3 pm.

Those wishing to make 
financial contributions to 
Angel Tree/Shining Star 
should make checks pay-
able to Manna Mission, 
P.O. Box 424, Johnston 
City, IL 62951, phone: 618-
983-6262.

Reserve World Cham-
pion in the spring.  She 
and Man of Honor unan-
imously won the presti-
gious award of 15.2 World 
Grand Champion.

Tona didn’t realize they 

had won until she heard 
“Honor” over the loud-
speaker. 

Tona has often said,  
“Keep working hard and 
dreams do come true.”  She 
has proven that to be true 

now with these prize win-
ning horses.

Man of Honor and To-
tally Twisted are trained at 
Ross Campbell Stables in 
Cullman, Alabama.

Angel Tree (CONT. FROM P. 1)

Award-winning horses (CONT. FROM P. 1)



Hike through the 10 Commandments at Arrowhead

BY TIM HASTINGS
Johnston City native Lor-
raine Glad Musial celebrat-
ed her 102nd birthday with 
a Mexican meal at El Jalis-
co Restaurant, 1309 Grand 
Ave., October 17.

Daughter Marilyn Du-
rano, “adopted” son and 
daughter-in-law Carol and 
Lance Ratachie, and friend 
Mary Ellen Grisley helped 
Musial celebrate with gifts 
and a festive balloon an-
chored to a small pump-
kin. Musial’s son, who lives 

in California, visited his 
mother earlier in October 
to mark the occasion.

Durano, a local resident, 
said her mother was reared 
in Johnston City until as a 
young adult she moved to 
Chicago to work as a nanny. 
“She was once a nanny for 
entertainer Danny Thomas’ 
son,” Durano shared. “Later, 
she worked as a secretary.”

Musial makes her home 
in Johnston City and is also 
a grandmother.

Johnston City native turns 102

Lorraine Glad Musial celebrates her 102nd birthday at El Jalisco Restaurant 
October 17, with “adopted” daughter Carol Ratachie. (Tim Hastings Photo)

The second annual Ten 
Commandments Hike will 
be held on the Arrowhead 
Lake Trail, Saturday, No-
vember 9. The Johnston 
City Ministerial Alliance 
is organizing this hike (or 
walk) especially for lo-
cal Scout troops, church 

youth groups, parents and 
children, and interested 
adults. Approximately 75 
participants and volunteers 
attended last year’s hike. 
Registration and group or-
ganization begins at 10:30 
am. Small groups of partic-
ipants will walk the 2 1/2-

mile trail, stopping at each 
of the 10 learning stations 
along the way, where an ed-
ucator will explain one of 
the Ten Commandments. 
After completing the hike, 
participants may enjoy a 
light lunch compliments of 
the JCMA.

After yet another year of 
soaring grocery prices, the 
elderly, the disabled, sin-
gle-parent households, and 
growing families will like-
ly find holiday meals more 
costly than ever. Johnston 
City Ministerial Alliance 
(local churches and faith-
based nonprofits) will ad-
dress this problem by pro-
viding ingredients for a 
holiday meal.

“If you have been blessed 
to stay afloat during these 
difficult times, the church-
es of Johnston City need 
your help to give our less 
fortunate neighbors a nice 
Christmas dinner,” states 
Pastor Keith Fletcher, trea-
surer of the Ministerial Al-
liance and director of JCity 
Center. 

Saturday, December 21, 
the Ministerial Alliance will 
distribute boxes contain-
ing a ham or turkey, salad, 
sides, desserts, and other 
holiday treats.

This annual event stip-
ulates that recipients sign 
up in advance to receive a 
food box. Participants must 
register by December 13. No 
proof of income is required, 
but all recipients must 
reside within the John-
ston City School District. 
Sign ups will be held daily 
10:00-11:00 am, December 
2-6, 9-13 at the First United 

Methodist Church, 400 W. 
Broadway Blvd., Johnston 
City. JCity Center for Hope 
and Renewal will serve as 
an alternate registration 
location during its regular 
business hours, December 
2-12. Registered house-
holds or individuals may 
pick up food boxes Decem-
ber 21, 9:00-10:30 am at the 
Methodist Church. Those 
who live within the city 
limits and are homebound 
(or without transportation) 
may request delivery.

The Ministerial Alliance 
welcomes both food and 
monetary donations. Finan-
cial donations received will 
pay for fresh food items. Any 
funds given in excess of ac-
tual expenses will go to local 
ministries providing meals 
or food during the rest 
of the year. Participating 
churches contribute spe-
cific non-perishable items 
for each box. Volunteers are 
needed to assist with distri-
bution and delivery.

To give toward this proj-
ect, donors should make 
checks payable to J.C. Min-
isterial Alliance. Mail or 
deliver donations to JCMA, 
c/o JCity Center, 504 E. 
Broadway Blvd., Johnston 
City, IL 62951. Donations of 
non-perishable food items 
may be dropped off at any 
participating church.

Ministerial Alliance to launch 
annual Christmas box giveaway

November Events
NOV. 1
BBQ  Dinner for Tom Bur-
ton, Andresen’s, 4:30 pm

NOV. 2
St. Paul Spaghetti Dinner, 
11:00 am – 6:00 pm

NOV. 5	- ELECTION DAY
No School

Business Leaders Meet-N-
Greet, Andresen’s, 9 am

NOV. 6
Rotary Meeting, Andresen’s, 
Noon

NOV. 9
JCMA 10 Commandments 
Hike, Arrowhead Lake, 
10:30 am

NOV. 11 - VETERAN’S DAY
No School

Lunch at the Library, 11 am

NOV. 12
City Council, Scout Cabin, 5 
pm

NOV. 16
Library’s Cake Bingo fund-
raiser, St. Paul’s Parrish 
Center, 5–7 pm

NOV. 18
JC Planning Meeting, Scout 
Cabin, 4:00 pm

NOV. 19
School Board Meeting, Unit 
Office, 6:00 pm

NOV. 20
Rotary Meeting, Indigo Re-
alty 4:00 pm

NOV. 21
Commodity Distribution, 
Methodist Church

NOV. 26
School Early Dismissal 

City Council, Scout Cabin, 5 
pm

NOV. 27-29
No School

NOV. 28 - THANKSGIVING

NOV. 30
Hometown Christmas, 
Downtown, 3-5 pm

December Events
DEC, 2-3
GiveSI - Day of Community 
Giving for So. IL

DEC. 2-6
Signups for Christmas Food 
Boxes, First United Meth-
odist Church, 10-11 am 

DEC. 3
Business Leaders Meet-N-
Greet, Andresen’s, 9 am

DEC. 4
Rotary Meeting, Andresen’s 
Cafe, Noon

DEC. 5
Build for a Cause: Ginger-
bread Social, Celebrations 
Event Center, 5:30 pm

DEC. 9-13
Signups for Christmas Food 
Boxes, FUMC, 10-11 am

DEC. 10
City Council, Scout Cabin, 
5:00 pm

DEC. 13
Half day of school

DEC. 16
JC Planning Meeting, Scout 
Cabin, 5 pm

DEC. 18
Rotary Meeting, Indigo Re-
alty Office, 4 pm

DEC. 19
Early school dismissal

Santa’s Workshop, Library

School Board Mtg. 6:00 pm

DEC. 20 - JAN. 3 No School

DEC. 21
Ministerial Alliance Christ-
mas Food Box Distribution, 
(Preregistration required) 
FUMC, 9:00-10:30 am  

DEC. 25 - CHRISTMAS

DEC. 31 - New Year’s Eve

Weekly Events
MONDAYS
SIMI (Southern Illinois 
Men of Integrity), 7pm. Call 
618-952-1272 for details.

THURSDAYS
Food pantry/clothes closet 
open, First Christian, 505 E. 
Broadway, 3:30-5:30 pm

SATURDAYS
Free Community Meal 
(drive-through only), JCity 
Church, 5:30-6:00 pm

“DO NOT BE ANXIOUS ABOUT ANYTHING, BUT IN EVERYTHING BY PRAYER AND SUPPLICATION WITH THANKSGIVING LET YOUR REQUESTS BE MADE KNOWN TO GOD.”—PHILIPPIANS 4:6	 ARROW NEWS—NOVEMBER 2024 • 3 



BY TIM HASTINGS
Folks with ties to Johnston 
City owe a tip of the hat to 
Helen Lind, an 85-year-
old city resident who spent 
more than seven years 
collecting and publish-

ing publicly available facts 
about individuals buried in 
Lakeview Cemetery. Locat-
ed east of Arrowhead Lake, 
Lakeview is the city’s larg-
est cemetery with approxi-
mately 6,000 graves.

Lind, who has cataloged 
200 graveyards, started 
working on Lakeview in 
2003. She walked the en-
tire cemetery three different 
times, recording the loca-
tion of each gravestone and 
the information chiseled on 
them. “We call it ‘reading [the 
cemetery]’,” she explained. 
“[After the first reading] I 
walked it again to make sure 
we hadn’t missed anyone. We 
had missed a couple.”      

Next, she visited court-
houses and libraries for 
additional facts about each 
person buried in Lakeview. 
Lind said of the process, “We 
would go to the courthouse, 
and we would look up death 
records. Those would tell us 
the parents’ names of the 
deceased. Then we’d look 
up marriage records and 
we’d add that to the record.” 
Lind also combed news-
papers and funeral home 
records for facts about the 
deceased.  “Then I put [the 
gathered facts] in the com-
puter and then I walked it 
again to make sure it was 
correct,” she added.

Lind published her Lakev-
iew Cemetery findings in a 
450-page, comb-bound cat-
alog now kept at the John-
ston City Public Library.

Lind said of her cem-
etery catalogs, “It really 

helps people away from 
here more than anybody. 
We have a lot of people who 
come through the museum 
in Marion who are looking 
for anything they can find 
[about an ancestor]. I’ve 
had people tell me, ‘You 
told me something about 
my ancestor I didn’t know.’“

My grandchildren call 
me “Graveyard Granny,” 
Lind mused. She traces her 
fascination with graves to 
her childhood when she 
visited her grandmother’s 
grave in Missouri. “I found 
a grave that had the name 
‘Sutt’ on it,” she said. “That 
was my maiden name, and 
I thought, ‘That’s kin to me!’”

Lind serves on the board 
of directors of the William-
son County Historical Soci-
ety Museum and Library in 
Marion and is editor of the 
society’s quarterly newslet-
ter. This organization hous-
es all her cemetery catalogs 
in its library.

Lind is also a charter 
member of the Frankfort 
Area Historical Society 
Museum and Genealogical 
Library in West Frankfort 
She will recount the found-
ing of this society during its 
50th anniversary celebra-
tion, November 2, 1:00 pm 
at the museum.

“Graveyard Granny” publishes 450-
page guide to Lakeview Cemetery

Johnston City 
resident Helen 
Lind holds one 
of her many 
cemetery 
guides. (Tim 
Hastings Photo)

A beautiful, sunny afternoon, 
October 19, welcomed guests 
at “Fall for Recovery,” cele-
brating the third anniversary 
of the opening of JCity Center 
for Hope and Renewal and 
the first community resource 
center of Take Action Today. 
The event took place in the 
parking lot of JCity Church, 
adjacent to the Center. The 
worship band from Ezra 
Church in West Frankfort 
provided live music to open 
and conclude the program. 
One of three speakers, Kevin 
Maher, husband of Rhonda 
(Harris) Maher, a 1981 JCHS 
grad, shared from the per-
spective of a parent who lost 
a son to fentanyl, one of the 
most dangerous drugs used 
illegally in the US. The Ma-
hers are part of a nationwide 
organization, Lost Voices of 
Fentanyl. Area residents, Ja-
mal Oxford and Zandalee 
Young, spoke of their experi-
ences in recovery from addic-
tion. Area agencies provided 
free recovery resources for 

individuals and fami-
lies. Take Action Today 
organized a cake walk, 
and JCity Church pro-
vided popcorn, cotton 
candy, snow cones, 
and a free meal for the 
community.

JCity Center’s anniversary 
celebration promotes 
recovery, fentanyl awareness

Jimmy Dean 
is a freelance 
writer and 
former mayor of 
Johnston City. 
Reach him at 
jrdean@mchsi.
com.

BY JIMMY DEAN
My good friend, Barry 
Vaughan, is a man of many 
jobs and talents. His cur-
rent resume includes Ap-
pellate Court Judge, boys 
golf coach at Hamilton 
County, USGA golf rules 
official, certified bus driv-
er, basketball referee, and 
more.

Golf roots run deep in 
the Vaughan family. His 
wife, Kim, is the girls coach 
at Hamilton County. His 
oldest son Grant scored a 
hole-in-one, middle child 
Landon played on golf 
scholarship at John A. Lo-
gan and Rend Lake College, 
and daughter Kylee is a se-
nior on the SIU-Carbondale 
golf team.

But this column is not 
about Barry’s talents. It’s 
about two things he told me 
during a recent talk.

His team had just com-
pleted the regional at Eff-
ingham, and one of his 
season-long, top golfers 
didn’t have his best day on 
the course and was feeling 
pretty low. That’s one of the 
things Barry talked to him 
about.  I’ll get to that, but 
first I want to talk about 
something worth learning 
and practicing.

Golf is a game of eti-
quette. There are certain 

rules players are expected 
to follow, with honesty be-
ing the number one rule. 
After all, in most match-
es players keep their own 
scores.

I play golf. I play in a lot 
of scrambles where cheat-
ing comes easy and dishon-
esty is sometimes rampant.

However, on Tuesdays, I 
play in a senior scramble, 
and can honestly say, in the 
years I’ve played, I have yet 
to hear anyone even men-
tion cheating.

In talking together, Bar-
ry said he was reminded 
of a time when son Grant 
was playing in a tourna-
ment where scorekeepers 
followed each group. On 
one hole, the scorekeeper 
told Grant he had scored a 
four. Grant said, “No, it was 
a five.” Still, the scorekeep-
er maintained a four. Grant 
told him again that it was 
a five, and that’s what the 
scorekeeper recorded. 

After the match, the 
scorekeeper told Barry 
what his son had done.  He 

contended that Barry’s son 
could have very easily tak-
en the better score, possibly 
enabling a better score for 
his team. Instead, he was 
honest.

A proud father told his 
son, “You will not remem-
ber what your score was 
20 years from now, but we 
both will remember the 
correct decision you made 
as a person.”

Now back to the first sit-
uation.

Golf is not like most 
sports. In softball, baseball, 
football, basketball, volley-
ball and other sports, play-
ers’ mistakes can take them 
out of the game. In golf, 
players on the course are 
not only competing against 
others, but also competing 
against themselves. If a shot 
goes out of bounds, or in 
the water, or a player miss-
es an easy putt, the coach 
can’t take this person out. 
Individuals have to buckle 
up and keep playing.

That’s what Barry told 
his golfer: “You had a great 
season; you had a lot of 
good days on the course. 
On this day, it didn’t work 
to your favor. But you are 
going to have these days—
in golf and in life.” 

Maybe we all could learn 
from this.

EDITORIAL

Life lessons from a golf coach
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Attendees at Fall for Recovery watch the program  
celebrating the Center’s 3rd anniversary.

Mandy Hagen, Franklin-Williamson Recovery-Oriented  System of Care 
(ROSC) Coordinator, one of the organizers of Fall for Recovery, addresses 
the audience at the event. 

The worship band from Ezra Church of God in West Frankfort provides live 
music at the Fall for Recovery event.
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Ark Insurance
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Steal the Show
Subway
T-Moe’s
Washington Ave. 
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Arrow Distribution Points
Each month, volunteers 
distribute 1,500 copies of  
Arrow News to more than 
30 local establishments. 
Here is a partial listing of 
places to pick up your copy: 

To access the online ver-
sion before the print edi-
tion arrives, sign up for a 
free digital subscription at 
jcity.center/subscribe.

JCITY CENTER HOURS
Mon. CLOSED (appt. only)
Tue.-Thu. 9:00 am - 5:00 pm
Fri.-Sun. CLOSED

Family Worship Center
400 W. 13th St.
Johnston City, IL, 
(618) 952-1280
Pastors Brad & Kelly Dexter

First Baptist Church
401 E. 7th St.
Johnston City, IL 62951
(618) 983-6455
Larry Stevens, pastor

*First Christian Church
505 E. Broadway Blvd.
Johnston City, IL 62951
618-983-6474
Adam King, pastor

*First United 
Methodist Church
400 W. Broadway
Johnston City, IL 62951
618-983-5150
Sherry Cisneros, pastor

*Heritage Fellowship
(Church of God 
of Prophecy)
308 W. 12th St.
Johnston City, IL 62951
Pastors Gaylon & 
Dawn Stewart

*JCity Church
(Free Will Baptist)
609 Monroe
Johnston City, IL  62951
618-983-5254
Dr. Randy Carney, pastor

Johnston City United 
Pentecostal Church
1101 W. 10th
Johnston City, IL 62951
618-983-5938
Brandon Abernathy, pastor

*St. Paul’s Catholic Church
1103 Washington Ave.
Johnston City, IL 62951
618-983-5073
Father Brian Barker

*Stiritz United 
Methodist Church
Sherry Cisneros, pastor

*Washington Ave. 
Baptist Church
9th and Washington
Johnston City, IL 62951
Barry Robertson, pastor
618-694-2995

Other Ministries

*JC Kids’ Lunch Bunch
c/o JCity Church 
(see above)

*JCity Center for 
Hope and Renewal
504 E. Broadway Blvd.
Johnston City, IL 62951
618-952-1272

*Manna Mission
306 E. Broadway Blvd.
Johnston City, IL 62951
618-983-6262

*Active members of Johnston City Ministerial Alliance

Education
PARAPROFESSIONAL (Lincoln School) 
Please send a Letter of Application, resume, 
proof of paraprofessional certifi cation, and 
two professional references to Mrs. Kathy 
Clark, Superintendent, Johnston City CUSD 
#1, P.O. Box 147, 1113 Grand Ave., John-
ston City, IL 62951.  

School Transportation
The Johnston City C.U.S.D. #1 is accepting 
applications for the following positions: Bus 
monitor, substitute bus drivers, and substi-

tute bus monitors. Contact Becky Vancil, JC 
Transportation Director, at 618-952-2604.

Food Service 
OPAA! is now hiring Kitchen Staff , Kitchen 
Staff  Substitutes Please see jcindians.org/
page/departments for links. 
SANDWICH ARTIST Subway (24544-0 John-
ston City) Part-time, Full-time

Retail
Sales Associate Johnston City ZX. Full-time

In some Bible translations, 
the word “worship” is used 
instead of “serve” in verse 
2 of Psalm 100. Why would 
one translation say “serve” 
and another use the word 
“worship”? They aren’t syn-
onymous. Or are they? The 
original Hebrew word used 
in Psalm 100:2 is abad.
And the meaning of abad is 
to do, to work, to dress, to 
keep, to make, to work in 
any sense, or to do service.

Then verse one became 
clearer to me: “Make a joy-
ful noise to the Lord.” The 
noise of my coffee maker in 
the morning. The noise of a 
tractor harvesting seasonal 
grain. The noise of grand-
ma’s pumpkin pie bubbling 
in the oven. The noise of 
autumn leaves crunching 
beneath my feet on a dusk 
walk. The noise of a bon-
fire crackling in sync with a 
guitar and warm voices. The 
noise of laughter and sil-
verware clanking on plates 
at Thanksgiving dinner. 

Every noise—in every-
thing we do in our homes 
and places of work, in our 

neighborhoods, and in our 
playgrounds, we live out the 
worship of God—the service 
of God—by giving thanks 
anywhere and everywhere 
we can. Not everyone will 
serve the Lord the same 
way. We each have different 
gifts, and whatever gifts or 
talents that God has given 
us, we are to use them to 
praise and glorify God. 

Our community just re-
cently celebrated the life 
of a faithful worshiper, who 
served God for 80 years as 
the pianist and organist of 
our church. Shirley Kend-
rick blessed many people 
over the years with her spe-
cial talent, a talent that will 
carry over to the next gen-
eration of piano players. We 
are thankful that she chose 
to serve the Lord with glad-
ness.

As you listen to the 
sounds of autumn, think 
about how good the Lord 
is and how much God has 
blessed you, and give Him 
thanks. And when you do, 
make a joyful noise! 

Make a joyful noise to the  Lord, all the earth!
Serve the  Lord with gladness! Come into his presence with 
singing! Know that the Lord, he is God! It is he who made us, 
and we are his; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 
Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise! 
Give thanks to him; bless his name! For the Lord is good; his 
steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all gen-
erations.

—Psalm 100 (ESV)

BY PASTOR SHERRI CISNEROS
Johnston City First United Methodist Church

Stiritz United Methodist Church

Make a Joyful Noise

Lake Creek Lodge #729 conducted a Coins for 
Kids bucket drive, October 26, at the corner of 
Broadway and Prosperity Road, with proceeds 
going toward selected programs that help chil-
dren in Johnston City.  The Masonic Lodge, 
chartered in 1875, is older than Johnston City 
itself, initially meeting in Jeffersonville, com-
monly known as Shakerag. 

Anticipating a modest amount of donations, 
the overflowing generosity of local folk exceed-
ed all expectations of the workers. The lodge 
will soon present two large monetary gifts to a 
couple of organizations currently unaware of 
these upcoming donations. Look for photos of 
these presentations, along with more informa-
tion about this fundraiser, in the next issue of 
Arrow News.

Local Masons collect ‘Coins 
for Kids’

Jimmy Sherrod, one of six members of the Lake Creek 
Lodge, who recently collected “Coins for Kids” 

Thank you so much for 
the lovely paper. I’ve 
been gone for 70 years. 
We moved when I was 15, 
sophomore in high school. 
Never got over leaving 

home. [I‘ve] been able to 
come back often and still 
have friends.  .  .  . Love the 
[article] on Barbara June 
Kee Vatovec.  .  .  . Keep up 
the good work.

Bonnie Reese
Wheatfield, IN

Thank you for a well done 
story of me and my Seabee 
truck. . . .Thank you for no-
ticing it and wanting to do 
the story. . . . My stint in the 
Seabee was very rewarding 
to me. I love this great land 
of ours.

Ray Baine 
West Frankfort, IL 

From our readers 
far & near...

TeLl uS aBoUt yOuR

Next month’s issue will include a 
section devoted to our readers’ 
stories about their “best 
Christmas ever.” Email your story 
to jcitycenter@gmail.com or scan 
code below. DEADLINE: Nov. 15

GiveSI 2024 is a community day 
of giving for all of Southern Illinois. 
In conjunction with the global 
movement “Giving Tuesday,” this 
30-hour event will air live on WSIL-
TV, Mon., Dec. 2, 5:00 pm – Tue., 
Dec. 3, 10:30 pm. Donations to 
JCity Center for Hope and Renewal 
(using the GiveSI link during the 
event) are matched up to a certain 
percentage. See our website (jcity.
center) or Facebook for details.
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BY DOUG HANCOCK
It’s time to make room in the JCHS trophy cabinet, as 
our football team overpowered every team in the Black 
Diamond Conference to claim this year’s championship. 
Coach Todd Thomas used a ready supply of speedy run-
ning backs and a stingy defense to post an 8-0 record in 
the BDC. The Indian’s only loss was to Class 4A power-
house Dixon, a defeat that stings, but one that better pre-
pared the squad for the upcoming postseason and gave 
JCHS valuable playoff points.

Payoff from those points came as our hometown he-
roes received the number one seed in Class 2A, hosting 
16th-seed Red Bud, November 2. However, no team can be 
overlooked, as all players know that a loss will end the sea-
son and dash all dreams of a state championship. Expect 
the Indians to do what they do best, running the football 
and daring the opponent to try and catch our speedsters. 
Good luck from all of us here at the Arrow.

Winter sports ramp up
As you can see by the calender on the right, girls basket-
ball, both varsity and middle school, begins this month. 
The boys are not far behind as both varsity and middle 
school basketball start up in the second week. Now add 
coed bowling on the varsity level to keep everyone busy.

 

CONFERENCE 
CHAMPIONS!
Football Indians win Black 
Diamond, begin postseason

PHOTO COURTESY OF TEE PEE TALK


