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Top 10 Signs of Spring in Johnston City

Easter egg hunt promises
fun for Kids

Junior League haseball / softhall

Sign-ups for Johnston City's Junior League Baseball/
Softball ended February 25. More information about
this program (for children ages 3-15) is available on
Facebook or jejrballleague.sportngin.com. League lead-
ership is planning a clean-up day at the ball field in the
near future. See Facebook for details.

Lions Club Fish Fry

The Lions Club will host its first fish fry of the year,
March 16, 11:00 am - 2:00 pm at the Masonic Hall.
Tickets are $12 and include fish, 2 sides, drink, and
dessert. Funds raised will go toward scholarships.

Spring open house

Down Home Comforts, 910 W. Broadway, will hold a
Spring Open House, March 9, 9:00 am - 4:00 pm.

Preschool screening

The Williamson County Early Childhood Cooperative
will conduct preschool screenings for the 2024-2025
school year at JCity Church, 609 Monroe, Wednesday,
March 6, 8:00 am - 10:30 am. Appointments are man-
datory. Call 618-993-2138 or 618-733-3355 to schedule
an appointment or request additional information.
(continued p. 2)

Spring sports

Boys baseball and girls softball begin this month at
Johnston City High School. At Washington Middle,
the 5th and 6th grade boys will play in their final bas-
ketball tournament. WMS girls’ volleyball opens with
a busy schedule. Coed middle school track team is
warming up for a meet at month’s end.

Spring break

Johnston City schools will be on spring break, March
11-15.

Arrowhead Campground
reopens

Arrowhead Campground, 1600 Peterson, will reopen
March 15. The campground offers 65 RV sites with wa-
ter and electric hookups (30/50 amp). The standard
rate for RVs and trailers is $22 per night. Discounts are
available for veterans, seniors, and campers staying
more than 7 days. Two camper cabins may be rented
for $42 or $60 per night (§50 deposit required). Tent
sites cost $12 per night, are limited to a 7-night stay,
and must be reserved directly with the camp office
(tent camping reservations may not be made online).

According to City Councilman Dwight Hoffard, the
campground is totally booked for the upcoming solar
eclipse, April 5-8. Campers desiring to be placed on a
waiting list should note that standard fees do not ap-
ply during that time. If any sites do become available,
RVs will be charged $50 per night ($25 for tents). No
discounts will be permitted during the eclipse event.

Arrowhead Campground remains open until No-
vember 15. See the website or call (618) 983-6544 or
(618) 983-6651 for more information.

lllinois primary election

No local races are on the ballot, but the Illinois Prima-
ry Election will be held Tuesday, March 19. Democrats
and Republicans will select nominees for presidential,
congressional, state, and county offices.

Easter egg hunt

The City will sponsor an Easter Egg Hunt, Saturday,
March 30, 1:00 pm at Arrowhead (see article and
graphic above for details).

Palm Sunday, Easter Celebrations

Local churches are gearing up for an early celebration
of Christ’s resurrection, Sunday, March 31. The Min-
isterial Alliance will sponsor a community service on
Palm Sunday, March 24, 6:00 pm at JCity Church (see
page 3).
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BY TIM HASTINGS

Two local banks will team
up with the City to pro-
vide a fun Easter egg hunt
for children on Saturday,
March 30, according to
Johnston City Clerk Jade
West. The free event begins
at 1:00 pm at the Arrow-
head Ball Field.

“We will have an Easter
Bunny, face painting, and
plenty of eggs to go around
for all ages,” West adds. Ban-
terra Bank will provide toy
and gift card prize baskets to
the child in each age group
who finds the egg with the
prize ticket. Legence Bank
will provide some of the
hidden candy-stuffed eggs.

The event will include
separate hunts for the fol-
lowing age groups: children
3 and under; ages 4-6; ages
7-9; and ages 10-12. Groups
will hunt at different times,
enabling parents with more
than one child to accompa-
ny participants. “We'll have
a DJ who will announce each

age level” West assures.
Coordinated by City Hall
since 2021, the hunt is a
growing annual attraction.
Last year’s hunt drew 200

children. City officials wel-
come volunteers. Persons
wishing to help may call City
Hall at 618-983-6651.

Assistant Fire Chief Wayne Rice stirs the chili at the JCFD’s Annual Chili Dinner fundraiser, February 24. The event
raised approximately $6,200 toward purchase of new life-saving equipment. (Tim Hastings Photo)

Emergency medical help
as close as fire station

BY TIM HASTINGS
Emergency medical help
is as close as the Johnston
City Fire Station at 500
Washington Avenue.

“If you call 911, the sys-
tem will call the Johnston
City Fire Department, so
we can get on the scene
before the ambulance ar-
rives,” said Johnston City
Fire Chief Tom Burton. "We
[every firefighter] can do
CPR, stop bleeding, and put
people on oxygen.’

United EMS provides
Johnston City ambulance
service from its bases in
Marion and Herrin.

Burton said the firefight-
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Johnston City Fire Chief Tom Burton (Tim Hastings Photo)

ers inventory their medical

equipment every morning
as per Illinois Department

of Transportation regu-
lations. The equipment is
(continued on p. 2)
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“GOOD-TEMPERED LEADERS INVIGORATE LIVES; THEY'RE LIKE SPRING RAIN AND SUNSHINE.” —PROVERBS 16:15 MSG



JCity Center workshop helps students discover art can be fun, relaxing

BY BEN JOHNSON

JCity Center for Hope and
Renewal recently hosted a
four-week Art for Fun and
Relaxation workshop. This
free weekly program (Jan-
uary 23-February 13) gave
Kids in third through fifth
grade opportunities to ex-
press their creativity through
paints, markers, and other
colorful art supplies.

Johnston City resident,
Marta Phillips, designed and
led the hour-long sessions.
With an extensive history of
working with JC youth as a
parent, school program vol-
unteer, children’s ministry
director at her church, and
program coordinator of JC
Kids Lunch Bunch, Mar-
ta affirms her love for kids
and her love of working
with them. She says of this
passion, “Because that’s just
what God called me to do.
And when God calls you to
do that, and gives you that
want in your heart, then

The art workshop, now
in its second year at JCity
Center, offers kids a place to
have fun and relax. It gives
them a safe space, “showing
them the best side of life]
Marta aspires. “We deal
with some kids who come
from environments that are
less than perfect. And I just
thought in my heart that we
needed to get the kids in
here and give them some-
thing happy to do; some-
thing that . . . [places] no
expectations on them.

A typical session might
begin with the question, “If
your day was a color, what
color was your day?” —al-
lowing children to express
emotions as well as process
the day’s events using that
color. Marta shares that in
these last sessions, “We just
strictly went with different
art mediums. We did some
acrylic paint; we did some
watercolor paint; we did
some chalk pastels; we did

Marta reflected on one
of her favorite moments. “I
had a child tell me, T just
can’'t do this.” We were do-
ing a workshop on in the
style of and that just was
not her style. She tried and
she just looked at me and
she said, T just can't do
this. And that was such a
moment for me to be able
to ... say, That's okay. Just
because we're trying to do
[it] this particular way, that
doesn’'t mean it's for you.
It's okay if that's not what
you're called to do. You do
your style of art.”

While the program cer-
tainly has educational val-
ue in learning the styles of
various artists and qual-
ities of different art me-
diums, Marta says she
doesn’t like to think of it
as a class. “It's more of a
workshop, because I want
them to do what's comfort-
able for them. I want them
to come in; I want them to

>

that's what your happiest markers;—anything that relax, have some fun, may-
doing’” had color. be learn a couple of things,
<€
A Devotional Thought for Easter
place faith in Jesus? It only me in paradise.”
takes a moment. A person Consider these obser-
nmust be sincere, butit takes vations. Notice the word
only a moment. today. This man’s salvation
BY ADAM KING

Billy Graham said, "God
proved His love on the
cross. When Christ hung
and bled and died, it was
God saying to the world, T
love you.”

With Easter fast ap-
proaching, let’s take a mo-
ment to remember there is
hope. Jesus still saves sin-
ners. We look to the cross
of Christ, but also, to the
two crosses that hung next
to Jesus. For reference, read
Luke 23:32-43.

In  Matthew’s account
of this event, both crimi-
nals initially insulted Jesus.
Eventually, the one had a
change of heart. Maybe, he
was moved when Jesus said,
“Father, forgive them, for
they do not know what they
are doing” Maybe, he read
the sign above Jesus that
said, “The King of the Jews.
Maybe, it was simply being
in the presence of Jesus.
Something about the mo-
ment stirred his heart. How
long does it take a person to

We know very little
about these criminals. We
don’t know their names or
their hometowns. We don't
know if they ever heard a
word that Jesus taught or
saw a single miracle. Were
they religious? Did they
read Scriptures? Did they
attend worship services?
We don’'t know. They are
simply described as crimi-
nals or thieves. Crucifixion,
in that day, was reserved
for the worst of criminals;
so, it’s likely safe to say that
they did more than steal a
loaf of bread at the market.
The word for criminals in
the Greek implies violence
as well. The one man un-
derstood: "We are getting
what our deeds deserve.
His was a humble confes-
sion. He understood his
guilt and the innocence of
Jesus. Then he made a re-
quest: “Jesus, remember me
when you come into your
kingdom”

Jesus replied, “Truly I tell
you, today you will be with

was immediate. He serves
as a perfect example that
it is never too late to turn
to Jesus, and that even the
worst of people can be for-
given. This man's story re-
veals that salvation is sim-
ple. He simply called out to
the Lord and was saved. The
Gospel is that Jesus is alive
today, and He offers new
and everlasting life. “Every-
one who calls on the name
of the Lord will be saved”
(Romans 10:13).

Adam King is pastor of First
Christian Church, 505 E. Broadway,
Johnston City. On Easter Sunday
(March 31), this church will serve
breakfast at 9:00 am. An Easter egg
hunt will be held after the 10:30 am
worship service.
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Fire Dept. Emergency Medical Services

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

stored on board Johnston
City’s spotless fire trucks
parked in an equally spot-
less fire station.

The department provides
eight to ten hours training
every week to its staff and
volunteers. “The training
covers everything from his-
tory of the fire service, to
how to put on and take off
an air tank, to forcible en-
try,” Burton said.

Eighty percent of John-
ston City fire calls are
medical emergencies, Bur-
ton said. One firefighter
is currently in paramedic

training and two are study-
ing to become Emergency
Medical Technicians (EMT).
All Johnston City firefight-
ers are trained Emergency
Medical Responders (one
level below EMT), a prereq-
uisite for joining the de-
partment. Burton said the
department’s  long-range
goal of having its own am-
bulance will depend on a
great deal of public help.

Johnston City gives and
receives mutual aid from
Marion,  Herrin,  West
Frankfort, Zeigler, and Ben-
ton Fire Departments.

Young people age 15-21
are eligible to join the de-
partment’s cadet training.
‘It's getting hard to find
volunteers,” Burton said.
“It’s good to start recruiting
young people.”

Chief Burton has been
with the department nearly
44 years. He joined the ca-
dets as a teenager around
1978. He became a volun-
teer in 1980, a full-time
firefighter in 1987, and was
appointed chief in 2010.
The department hired
Wayne Rice as assistant
fire chief'in 2023. "Rice was
a volunteer for seven years,’
Burton said. “He's in school
now getting lots of training
so he’ll be able to take over
if I retire someday.’

To become a cadet or
volunteer, call the station
(618-983-8311) or City Hall
(618-983-6651).

“AND GOD RAISED THE LORD AND WILL ALSO RAISE US UP BY HIS POWER.” —1 CORINTHIANS 6:14 NIV

Students (front to back), Ella Dean, Addison Stephens, and Parker
Stephens, practice watercolor techniques at JCity Center art workshop.

and say, 'You know what?
For this hour it was good.
It was a good, good time for
this particular hour.”

The Center is planning
a similar program in April

for kids in Kkindergarten
through second grade. For
more information or to reg-
ister your child, call 618-
952-1272.

Preschool Screening conr rrowe. 1

At the screening, chil-
dren will participate in
a ‘game-like” activity to
measure development and
growth, hearing, vision, and
speech. Professionals from
area early childhood pro-
grams will be available to
answer questions.

A parent or guardian
must attend with the child
and should bring the fol-
lowing documentation:
copy of the child’'s Certi-
fied Birth Certificate, im-

munization record, current
physical examination re-
port, proof of income, and
proof of residency. Pre-K
students currently enrolled
need not attend.

Organizers encourage all
families with children from
birth to age five to attend,
regardless of income.

If a family is unable to
attend this screening, they
may schedule an appoint-
ment at another location.

highest responsible bidder.

6651.

Public Notice

The City of Johnston City, lllinois will accept bids for surplus property un-
til 4:00pm on Monday, March 11th, 2024 at the City Clerk’s office at City
Hall. Atthe regular scheduled Council meeting on Tuesday, March 12th, all
bids received will be opened in front of the Council who will determine the
highest, responsible bidder for each property.

Each bid must be accompanied by a bid deposit of ten percent (10%)
of the amount of the bid by cashier’s check only. The deposit of the bidder
the property is awarded to will be held until sale of the property is closed
within ten (10) days; if that bidder refuses at any time to close the sale, the
deposit will be forfeited to the City. The deposits of all other bidders will be
returned the next business day after the Council awards the property to the

All envelopes must be plainly marked with the property address. If bid-
ding on multiple properties, they must be placed in separate, sealed enve-
lopes. Please include a name and phone number for each bid.

The City of Johnston City reserves the right to withdraw property from
sale at any time and the right to reject any and all bids.

Please contact the City Clerk for bid packets and questions 618-983-

Vacant lots to be sold:
702 E. 7th St., 601 Barham Ave.




Family Worship Center
400 W. 13th St.

Johnston City, IL,

(618) 952-1280

Pastors Brad & Kelly Dexter

First Baptist Church
401 E. 7th St.

Johnston City, IL 62951
(618) 983-6455

Larry Stevens, pastor

*First Christian Church
505 E. Broadway Blvd.
Johnston City, IL 62951
618-983-6474

Adam King, pastor

*First United
Methodist Church
400 W. Broadway
Johnston City, IL 62951
618-983-5150

Sherry Cisneros, pastor

Gospel Mission Church
1100 Peterson Ave.
Johnston City, IL 62951

*Heritage Fellowship
(Church of God of Prophecy)
308 W. 12th St.

Johnston City, IL 62951
Pastors Gaylon &

Dawn Stewart

*JCity Church

(Free Will Baptist)

609 Monroe

Johnston City, IL 62951
618-983-5254

Dr. Randy Carney, pastor

Johnston City United
Pentecostal Church

1101 W. 10th

Johnston City, IL 62951
618-983-5938

Brandon Abernathy, pastor

*St. Paul’s Catholic Church
1103 Washington Ave.
Johnston City, IL 62951
618-983-5073

Father Brian Barker

*Stiritz United
Methodist Church
Sherry Cisneros, pastor

“Washington Ave.
Baptist Church

9th and Washington
Johnston City, IL 62951
Barry Robertson, pastor
618-694-2995

Other Ministries

*JC Kids’ Lunch Bunch
c/o JCity Church (see above)

*JCity Center for Hope
and Renewal

504 E. Broadway Blvd.
Johnston City, IL 62951
618-952-1272

*Manna Mission

306 E Broadway Blvd.
Johnston City, IL 62951
618-983-6262

"Active members of Johnston
City Ministerial Alliance
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Seasonal &
Special Events

MARCH 1
JCMA Scholarship Deadline
(call 618-952-1272 for info.)

MARCH 6
Preschool Screening, 8:30-
10:30 am, JCity Church

MARCH 8
School’s out early

MARCH 9

Spring Open House, Down
Home Comforts, 9:00 am -
4:00 pm

MARCH 11-15

No School - Spring break

MARCH 16

Lion’s Club Fish Fry, Ma-
sonic Hall, 11:00 am - 2:00
pm

MARCH 17

St. Patrick’s

Day

MARCH 22
School Half
Day

MARCH 24 - PALM SUNDAY
JCMA Community Service,
6:00 pm, JCity Church

MARCH 28
School’s out early

MARCH 29-31
Easter Revival,
Fellowship

MARCH 29 - GOOD FRIDAY
No School

MARCH 30
Easter Egg Hunt, 1:00 pm,
Arrowhead Ball Park

MARCH 31 - EASTER

Heritage

Traditional Easter celebra-
tions at most local churches

Breakfast, 9:00 am, First
Christian Church, Easter
egg hunt after morning
worship (10:30 am)

Weekly Events
MONDAYS
SIMI  (Southern Illinois

Men of Integrity), 7 pm. Call
618-952-1272 for details.

THURSDAYS

Food pantry open, First
Christian Church, 505 E.
Broadway, 3-5 pm

Celebrate Recovery, ].C.
United Pentecostal Church,
6:30 pm

SATURDAYS

Free drive-thru meal for the
community, JCity Church,
609 Monroe, 5:30-6:00 pm

Monthly Events

15T TUESDAY

Business  Leaders Mtg,
9:00 am, Andresen’s, 618-
534-0303 or 618-922-8089

ISTTHURSDAY

Ministerial Alliance Mtg.,
6:00 pm, JCity Center, 504
E. Broadway, 618-952-1272

15T & 3R TUESDAYS
Lions Club, 6:00 pm, JCity
Church

2N MONDAY
Library Board Mtg., Public
Library, 6:00 pm

2N & 4™ TUESDAYS
City Council Mtg., 5:00 pm,
Scout Cabin, 618-983-6651

380 MONDAY

Planning Commission Mtg.,
4:00 pm, JCity Church, 618-
983-6651

3% THURSDAY

Commodity  Distribution/
Food Pantry, First United
Methodist Church, 400 W.
Broadway, 10:00 am-1:00 pm

School Board Mtg., 7:00
pm, Unit Office, 1113 Grand
Ave., 618-983-8021

For more details and calendar updates,
see Facebook.com/JCityCenter

Education

The Johnston City C.U.S.D. #1 is accepting
applications for the following position:

ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT 2024-2025
with Planned Transition to District Superin-
tendent 2025-2026

Please click on the link at jcindian.org for
more information.

COACHES
e Asst. Middle School Girls’ Basketball
e 5th and 6th Grade Girls’ Basketball

Please send a letter of application, resume,
and proof of meeting the requirements in
the IHSA by-law 2.070 “Qualifications of
Coaches” to Mr. William Brayfield, SIJHSAA
Athletic Director, Johnston City C.U.S.D. #1,
1113 Grand Ave., Johnston City, IL 62951.

DISTRICT CROSSING GUARD Submit letter
of interest, resume, and two professional
references to Mrs. Kathy Clark, Superinten-
dent, Johnston City C.U.S.D. #1, 1113 Grand
Avenue, Johnston City, IL 62951.

SCHOOL BUS MONITORS AND DRIVERS -
nois Central School Bus is hiring school bus
monitors and drivers. Contact lllinois Cen-
tral Bus Garage at 618-800-6402.

Food Service

KITCHEN HELP Chartwells (providing school
food service) is now hiring. Please call 618-
983-6404 for more information or to apply.

FULL TIME GRILL COOK T-Moe’s Pizza. Apply
in person, 1011 W Broadway, 618-983-
3333

SANDWICH ARTIST (Subway-24544-0 -John-
ston City). Ability to work any area of the
restaurant as needed and to operate com-
puterized Point of Sale system/cash regis-
ter. Preparing and serving great food.

NOW HIRING Moonshine Run Saloon and
Steakhouse: Day-time bartenders, cooks,
waitresses, bus boys, dishwasher. Pick up
application after 3pm at 14960 Rt. 37,
Johnston City.

“JESUS SAID TO HER, ‘| AM THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE. WHOEVER BELIEVES IN ME, THOUGH HE DIE, YET SHALL HE LIVE.”” —JOHN 11:25 NIV



JCHS wrestler places 3rd at State

-

Senior Jude  Beers
placed third in the
[HSA 1A State Wres-
tling  Championship
February 17 at the State
Farm Center in Cham-
paign. Beers, who wres-
tles in the 215 lb. weight
class, advanced to the
State Finals in 2023
and 2024.

Jude Beers at State Finals
(photo by Visual Image Pho-
tography, used under terms of
nonprofit license)

JCHS Math Team Wins Regional

The Math Team at Johnston
City High School won first
place at the 1A Regional
and “a multitude of individ-
ual awards,” reports JCHS
principal Josh Pietrantoni.
Individual awards went to
the following: Freshmen—
Amaya Peairs, Noah Pender
(tied for 2nd); Daniel Ward
(1st); Sophomores— Carson
Murrah (3rd); Logan Smith
(2nd); Sophie Walker (Ist);
Juniors— Ty Clark (3rd); Ja-
cob Johnson (2nd); Chase
McReynolds (Ist); Seniors:
Ava Anderson (3rd); Carsyn
Clark (2nd); Gavin Aber-
nathy (Ist).

Trevor Stanley is the head
coach of the Math Team and
Lenny Clark is assistant.
Carlie Page and Brad Cullum
serve as volunteer coaches.

JCHS Math Team (Photo from JCHS Facebook page)

Historically, as reported more state championships

in last month's Arrow News

than any other team at

trivia contest, the Math JCHS.

Team has brought home

Dean advises vocal fans to join refs for best view of the game

From broadcasting, to offi-
ciating, to watching my kids
participate, 1 have been
around grade school, high
school, and college sports
all my life.

Watching as much sports

March 2024
St 26

as I do, one thing over the
years has not changed. That
is the “passion” (for lack of
a better word) people have
for the games.

When Kkids play, parents
tend to become an exten-

Bérts Calendar

School Sports Calendar

sion from the stands and
voice their displeasure at
either the officials or the
coach. This is noticeable at
almost all the games I've at-
tended. And, as long as the
person doesn't get vulgar

or personal, it's usually ac-
cepted as “just being a par-
ent in the stands.’

Lately though, things are
starting to rise to anoth-
er level. It's not only the
parents, but fans in gen-
eral, who are displaying
their attitudes and opin-
ions. In some areas of the
country, games have been
stopped because of things
being thrown on the court
or field. Instances of fans
coming out onto the court
have also crept up, even in
our area.

Still, some good lines
from fans can be heard
during the games—some
funny, and some maybe
over the top.

One college band was
asked to stop playing “Three
Blind Mice” when the refs
entered the arena. Anoth-
er fan commented, "Vision
Center opens at nine.” "We
have a rope, we have a tree;
all we need is a referee,” was
heard at Centralia this year.
That one might be a little
over the top.

My favorite was at the
Murray State/SIU game at
Murray earlier this season.
I was on press row locat-
ed on the floor, and a very
passionate Murray fan was
on the first row of chair
seats directly behind me.

Officials and umpires
are often so focused on the
game, they don’t even hear
the stuff coming from the
stands.

My philosophy is, as long
as you don't get personal,
or vulgar, have at it. Some
fans are very knowledge-
able of the game, and some
don't know the difference
between a free throw and a
three-point basket.

At the grade school, high
school and even at the col-
lege level, it is still consid-
ered a game, folks, and the
sun will still come up the
next day—win or lose. At
the NBA level, I might agree
that fans can loosen up and
be a little more vocal when
the people they are calling
out are making money with
a lot of zeros on the end.

My advice to all is this.
If you want to make a lit-
tle extra money, stay in
shape and have the best
view of the game; spend
$50 and get your li-
cense to call the game.

Then you may also find
that the view is a little dif-
ferent from the bleachers
to the floor.

Jimmy Deanis a
freelance writer
and a former

He called one of the refer- Mayor of John-
ees, "Mr. Magoo,” the entire ston City. He
night; and most of the time can be reached
this fan wasn't more than atJLd?a”@
mchsi.com.
20 feet from the guy. !
For a link to this calendar for any month, see our website: jcity.center/podcast-links
MURMAN ad WILSON
Funeral Home
Kyle Savant
Erik Savant
Raymond D. Savant
PROUDLY SERVING OUR COMMUNITIES SINCE 1975 Funeral Directors
618.983.6542
908 GRAND AVE. | JOHNSTON CITY | 618-983-6925 Tonphgil Gorsive” 211 W. Broadway
BANTERRA.BANK | 866-226-8377 | MEMBER FDIC TG Johnston City, IL 62951
www.murmanandwilson.com murmanandwilson@yahoo.com

“AND JUST AS CHRIST WAS RAISED FROM THE DEAD BY THE GLORIOUS POWER OF THE FATHER, NOW WE ALSO MAY LIVE NEW LIVES.” —ROMANS 6:4B NLT



