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BY TIM HASTINGS
Johnston City native and 
attorney Meagan Rich has 
restored a building on East 
Broadway to its antique 
charm in order to practice 
law in her hometown.

“This building was for-
merly the home of Mimmo’s 
Pizza,” Rich said. “That’s 
where we’d always go for piz-
za after the game.  I bought 
the building about a year 
ago and completely gutted 
and renovated it. We tried to 
take it back to the original 
as much as possible.”

Rich restored the build-
ing’s original brick walls, 
decorative metal ceiling 
coverings, and two sky-
lights. “It was unusual for 
buildings of this era to have 
skylights, but this one had 
two,” Rich said.  Andresen’s 
Café owner Anthony Spiller 
assisted Rich in designing 
the office, including con-
verting an antique organ 
once played in Johnston 
City into a desk.

Rich, a 1997 graduate of 
JCHS, formerly practiced 
in Marion. She’ll continue 
to practice family law and 

serve as a public defender 
in the juvenile court from 
her new location.

Rich said besides her 
family, former JCHS math 
teacher Ron Nagrodski had 
the greatest influence on her 
career choice. “He taught 
math but he taught so much 
more,” Rich said. “He taught 
hard work, focus, and that if 
you put your mind to some-
thing you can always achieve 
it. His influence made me 
think I could actually be an 
attorney if I tried.”

The attorney is designing 
a special backdrop in her 
office where free photos 
will be made for JCHS stu-
dents attending the school’s 
homecoming dance Octo-
ber 14. Rich is a support-
er of Johnston City ath-
letics, the Manna Mission 
food pantry, and the Court 
Appointed Special Advo-
cates (CASA) in Williamson 
County.

Rich will hold a ribbon 
cutting at her office i mme-
diately following the JCHS 
homecoming parade, Fri-
day, October 13.      

Facade of original high school reunites 
JCHS classes from 60+ years

JCHS CLASS OF 1973 with some former faculty/staff  (front row left) celebrated its 50-year class reunion at Andre-
sen’s Event Center last month. The group posed in the courtyard in front of columns from the entrance of the old 
high school building. (PHOTO: LeAnn Hoff ard) 

‘73 GRAD Dr. Jeff  Parks and wife, Dr. Sherrie Parks, chat with former teacher 
Mrs. Marie (Vincetti) Giacomelli. (PHOTO: Doug Hancock)

Whoever said “you can’t go home again” wasn’t from Johnston City! 
Five classes from JCHS found a place to relive high school memories 
beside a remarkable reproduction of the entrance to their old school 

building, demolished in 1997 to make room for the current high school. Andre-
sen’s Restaurant and Event Center created the space for ocassions such as the 
Class of ‘73’s 50th reunion held there September 22. Four other classes (‘61, ‘63, 
and ‘68) will gather here in October. The Class of 1963 will celebrate 60 years 
Homecoming Day. Read about more Homecoming events in this issue.

BY TIM HASTINGS
Andresen’s Café and Event 
Center owner Anthony 
Spiller offers great food 
and  décor in a nearly 100-
year old restaurant. His 
family has owned the local 
landmark on Broadway for 
more than 50 years. 

“My grandmother worked 
here for 48 years,” Spiller 
said. “She bought the 
restaurant in 1976 and I was 
pretty much raised here.   
She had a little mop and 
broom cut off for my height, 
and I worked beside her.”

Guests eat in the same 
mahogany booths installed 
when the restaurant opened 
in 1927.  “These booths were 
manufactured in Chicago 

and brought here by train,” 
Spiller said. “These are the 
originals.”

Guests visiting Andre-
sen’s  Event Center may 
dine in the courtyard 
beside the mammoth 
limestone columns which 
once framed the front 
doors of Johnston City’s
old high school building. 
Spiller used the columns to 
recreate the high school’s 
facade on the event 
center patio. According to 
Spiller, “Country singer, 
Doug Supernaw, took the 
columns as payment for 
giving a concert at the high 
school in 1997. The columns 
were on his mother’s farm 
until coming here.”

Spiller discovered the 
high school’s original 
blueprints in the Stotlar 
Lumber building. He has 
framed them and hopes to 
display them someday in a 
museum he plans to open 
on the second floor of the 
event center.

The event center has 
room for 64 guests and the 
patio seats 120. Spiller said 
fried chicken and bacon 
wrapped tenderloin are 
favorites for catered events. 
The cafe serves fried 
chicken and chicken and 
dumplings every Sunday 
and is open daily from 6 
am to 2 pm and remains 
open until 8 pm Wednesday 
through Friday.

Andresen’s Cafe: local food with side of history

Attorney returns home in style

JCITY ATTORNEY MEAGAN RICH conducts research in the library of her new 
offi  ce on Broadway. (PHOTO: Tim Hastings)

The Johnston City Sports 
Hall of Fame has an-
nounced the Class of 2023 
Hall of Fame inductees. 
This year’s entries will be 
recognized during the 
Homecoming game, Fri-
day, October 13, with an 
induction ceremony and  
banquet on Saturday. This 

year’s inductees are Donnie 
Gaddis, Bill “Billy” Kend-
rick, Angela Robinson, the 
1949 basketball team, and 
the 1999 softball team. 

The JCity Sports Hall of 
Fame was established in 
2015 and has selected 36 
individuals or teams in ad-
dition to the 2023 entrants.

Tickets for the induction 
banquet may be purchased 
at the Unit Office, 1113 
Grand Ave. Call 618-983-
8021 for more information.

Johnston City High 
School, in conjunction with 
the Sports Hall of Fame, 
launched an online system 
to view JCHS Scholar Ath-
letes and Hall of Fame in-
ductees. A link to this sys-
tem can be found on the 
Unit website: JCIndians.org. 
The viewing system may 
also be accessed via touch-
screen kiosks located in the 
foyer at Wendell Starrick 
Gymnasium.

JC Sports Hall of Fame to honor 5 new inductees

Halloween Fun for JCity Kids
SATURDAY, OCT. 28
Spooktakular, Arrowhead Campground, 5-7 pm

TUESDAY, OCT. 31
Trail of Treats (downtown Broadway), 4-6 pm
Citywide Trick or Treat, 5-8 pm
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BY KATHY CLARK, 
JC CUSD #1 SUPERINTENDENT

The Johnston City School 
District is proud to an-
nounce its approval and 
implementation of the 
Community Eligibility
Provision (CEP) program, 
which provides all stu-
dents in the district ac-
cess to free breakfast and 
lunch. This transforma-
tive initiative works to en-
sure that every student in 
the district has access to 
nutritious meals.

The CEP program, ad-
ministered by the United 
States Department of Ag-
riculture (USDA), allows 
eligible school districts to 
provide free meals to all 
students, regardless of their 
family’s income status. This 
initiative reflects the dis-
trict’s unwavering com-
mitment to nurturing the 
well-being and academic 
success of its students.

We are excited to be 
able to offer this program 
to our students. It is a sig-
nificant milestone for us. 

It’s not just about pro-
viding meals; it’s about 
creating an environment 
where every child feels 
supported in their aca-
demic journey. No stu-
dent should ever have to 
worry about where their 
next meal is coming from.

In light of the ongo-
ing challenges faced by 

families during this time 
in our society, the John-
ston City School District 
School Board recognized 
the pressing need to al-
leviate food insecurity. 
By offering free meals to 
all students, the district 
hopes to ease the finan-
cial burden on families 
and create an inclusive 
and nurturing environ-
ment for learning.

This is a game-chang-
er for our students. We 
believe that every child 

deserves the best chance 
at success, and this pro-
gram helps make that a 
reality. In the first 2 weeks 
of school we served 983 
more breakfasts and 1,678 
more lunches compared 
to the previous year. 

Studies have consis-
tently shown that access to 
regular, nutritious meals 
can lead to improved at-
tendance, better concen-
tration, and enhanced 
academic achievement. 
The CEP program not only 
addresses food insecu-
rity, but also reinforces 
our district’s mission to 
equip students with the 
resources they need for 
success.

The district is com-
mitted to working closely 
with the USDA to ensure 
the seamless operation 
of the CEP program. Par-
ents and guardians are 
encouraged to reach out 
to their respective schools 
for more information 
about the program and its 
benefits. 

JCity’s weekly Saturday eve-
ning meals will resume Oc-
tober 7, from 5:30-6:00 pm. 
This free, drive-through 
service provides a hot and 
ready-to-eat option for 
anyone in the community. 
Meals are first come, first 
serve, as quantities may be 
limited; however, no meals 
will be served before 5:30.

JCity Church sponsors 
this effort, with generous 
support and volunteer help 
from other local churches, 
food pantries, private do-
nation, civic organizations, 
and school groups. “We 
truly want to make this a 
community effort,” meal or-
ganizers agree. 

The church began offer-
ing these weekly meals in 
2020, during the height of 
COVID, when many restau-

rants were closed, leaving 
some individuals without 
food on weekends, as senior 
services and/or schools 
primarily focused on week-
days meals. During that 
time, the small group of 
volunteers chose a 12 noon 
to 2 pm. pick-up to accom-
modate needs, serving up 
as many as 150 plates on a 
single Saturday. However, 
as COVID waned, the group 
shortened its weekly time 
window to 30 minutes in 
the evening. The effort has 
continued since that time, 
with weekly meal counts 
averaging between 50-60 
during 2022 and 2023.

The group took a hiatus 
in late May 2023, as many of 
its volunteers also serve in 
JC Kids’ Lunch Bunch. For 
the past 14 years, this en-

during summer meals pro-
gram has provided weekday 
hot meals to both children 
and adults in the commu-
nity during the months of 
June and July. Unlike es-
tablished food pantries 
within the community, both 
the Saturday meal and the 
Lunch Bunch offer fully 
prepared meals.

“We’re ready to come 
back,” says volunteer Barb 
Buckner, who views this 
weekly commitment as 
both an opportunity to 
serve the community and 
find personal fulfillment 
and camaraderie amongst 

volunteers. “We all work 
together,” she adds, with 
each person doing what 
he or she enjoys—cooking, 
prepping, washing dishes, 
or delivering meals out to 
the cars.

Community response 
has been positive. “I sure 
appreciate them,” states 
recipient Louise Hoffard. 
“Life gets hectic,” says Phil 
Crosby, who has been both 
a recipient and a volunteer. 
“This program is a bright 
spot in the community...
people who are trying to 
make a difference.” Some 
individuals regularly pick 
up meals for others who are 
elderly, homebound, or lack 
transportation. Volunteer 
Marta Phillips sums up the 

group’s motivation. “God 
keeps abundantly provid-
ing the food, and we just 
want to share these bless-
ings with others.” 

JCity Church welcomes 
resources and volunteers, 
including groups (busi-
nesses, community orga-
nizations, or churches)
who would cook, serve, or 
sponsor a meal. Interested 
individuals or groups, may 
contact organizers through 
JCity Church at 618-983-
5254; or through the JCity 
Center at 618-952-1272.

Citywide cleanup 
to include curbside 
pickup
Residents of Johnston City 
need only drag unwanted 
household items to the curb 
during the city’s fall clean 
up days, October 23-25. All 
items should be set out on 
the regular trash pick-up 
day for each neighborhood. 
Crews from Republic Ser-
vices will haul off permitted 
items, which include furni-
ture, mattresses, and oth-
er bulky items. Prohibited 
items include (among other 
things) loose trash, con-
struction debris, hot water 
heaters, large appliances, 
and electronics. Call or stop 
by City Hall (618-983-6651) 
for a list of accepted and 
prohibited items or see the 
Johnston City Events Face-
book page.

JCity Church resumes popular program 

Drive-thru Community Meals Begin October 7

Unit implements CEP program

Free meals help all JCity students fi nd success

“This is a 
game-changer....”

—Clark

TYLER NEWBOLD OF MODERN WOODMAN PRESENTED MANNA MISSION 
with $1,000 for the food pantry last month. (L-R Sandy Pagliai, Lila Mc-
Donald, Tyler Newbold, and Cheri Litton) The pantry still needs donations in 
order to restock shelves before the holiday season. Call 618-983-6262 for 
a list of needed items. Manna Mission is located at 306 E. Broadway and 
is open Monday-Wednesday and every other Saturday. The pantry serves 
residents within the Johnston City school district.

OLD-FASHIONED BAPTISM: Pastor Randy Carney, assisted by Pastor Keith 
Fletcher, baptizes Ashten McLaren-Bishop, grandson of Kevin and Brenda 
Horn. He and 3 others were baptized in a country pond following a picnic 
attended by 53 family members and friends. (PHOTO: Marla Hancock)

“BUT HE WAS PIERCED FOR OUR TRANSGRESSIONS, HE WAS CRUSHED FOR OUR INIQUITIES; THE PUNISHMENT THAT BROUGHT US PEACE WAS ON HIM, AND BY HIS WOUNDS WE ARE HEALED.” (ISAIAH 53:5 NIV)
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Education
The Johnston City C.U.S.D. #1 is accepting 
applications for the following positions:
PARAPROFESSIONALS Washington Middle 
School or Jeff erson School. Please send 
a Letter of Application, resume, proof of 
paraprofessional certifi cation, and two 
professional references to Mrs. Kathy Clark, 
Superintendent, Johnston City CUSD #1, 
P.O.Box 147, 1113 Grand Ave., Johnston 
City, IL 62951.  
ASST. HIGH SCHOOL WRESTLING COACH
Please send a Letter of Application, resume, 
and proof of meeting the requirements in 
the IHSA by-law 2.070 “Qualifi cations of 
Coaches” to Mr. Josh Pietrantoni, IHSA 
Athletic Director, Johnston City C.U.S.D. #1, 
1113 Grand Ave., Johnston City, IL 62951.
5TH, 6TH GRADE GIRLS’ BASKETBALL COACH 
Please send a Letter of Application, resume, 
and proof of meeting the requirements in 
the IHSA by-law 2.070 “Qualifi cations of 
Coaches” to Mr. William Brayfi eld, SIJHSAA 
Athletic Director, Johnston City C.U.S.D. #1, 
1113 Grand Ave., Johnston City, IL 62951.
KITCHEN HELP Chartwells is now hiring.  
Please call 618-983-6404 for more infor-
mation or to apply
SCHOOL BUS MONITORS AND DRIVERS  Illi-
nois Central School Bus is hiring school bus 
monitors and drivers. Contact the Illinois 
Central Bus Garage at 618-800-6402

SUBSTITUTE CUSTODIANS Candidates must 
pass a criminal background check.  Those 
interested in applying should complete an 
application available at the Johnston City 
C.U.S.D. #1 Unit Offi  ce, 1113 Grand Ave., 
Johnston City, IL 62951

Apprentice Opportunity
JCITY ARROW NEWS has openings for bright, 
energetic, detail-oriented high school or 
college students with basic computer skills 
(MS Word profi ciency a plus), journalism 
and writing skills preferred, or an eye for de-
sign and/or photography experience. Punc-
tuality, ability to meet deadlines, and strong 
work ethic are essential. This is a volunteer 
position providing credit for community ser-
vice hours or internship requirments. Call 
618-952-1272 or email jcitycenter@gmail.
com.

Volunteer Positions
RENOVATIONS & YARD WORK. Volunteer 
help needed for basic carpentry, fl ooring in-
stallation, painting (interior & exterior), out-
side clean-up. JCity Center, 618-952-1272
NEWSPAPER/PODCAST PRODUCTION Adult 
volunteers with writing, photography, layout 
or graphic design, video production or video 
editing interest/experience. Also assistance 
is needed with  distribution, marketing (se-
curing local sponsorships), and maintaining 
an online presence. Call 618-952-1272 or 
email jcitycenter@gmail.com.

Seasonal & 
Special Events

OCT. 7
5th annual Arrowhead En-
durance Run. 6/12/24 Hour 
Race. Arrowhead Lake trail.

OCT. 10
JCHS Girls Volleyball, Ross 
Babington Scholarship Games 
(F 5:00, JV 6:00/ V 7:00pm)

OCT. 11
JCHS Homecoming Coro-
nation, 7:30 pm

OCT. 13
Early school dismissal 
Elem,/Middle, 1:50 pm 
High School, 2 pm

JCHS Homecoming Parade, 
3:00 pm

Meagan Rich’s new office 
ribbon cutting (after pa-
rade)

Homecoming Game (Senior 
Night) vs. Sesser, 7:00 pm

OCT. 14
Johnston City Sports Hall of 
Fame Luncheon, 11:30 am

Lions Club Fish Fry, Ma-
sonic Hall, 11:00-2:00

JCHS Homecoming Dance

OCT. 17
“How to Write Your Dream 
Book,” JCity Center, 6:30 pm

OCT. 20
Early school dismissal 
Elem,/Middle, 1:50 pm 
High School, 2 pm

Jefferson Elem. School Car-
nival, 5-8 pm

OCT. 21
Chili Cook-Off, Downtown 
Broadway, 12-4 pm

OCT. 23
Blood Drive at JCHS Com-
mons

OCT. 23-25
City-wide clean up with 
curbside pick up.

OCT. 26
Half day of school, dismiss-
al, 11:30 am

Parent/Teacher Confer-
ences, 4:30 pm-7 pm

OCT. 27
No School  (Teacher Inst.)

OCT. 28
Spooktakular at Arrowhead 
Campground, 5-7 pm

OCT. 29
5th Sun. Night Community 
Sing, Washington Ave. Bap-
tist, 9th & Washington, 6 pm

OCT. 31
Trail of Treats, Downtown 
on Broadway, 4-6 pm

City-wide Trick or Treat, 
5-8 pm

Weekly Events
MONDAYS
SIMI (Southern Illinois 
Men of Integrity), 7 pm, Call 
618-952-1272 for details.

THURSDAYS
Food Pantry open, First 
Christian Church, 505 E. 
Broadway, 3-5 pm

Celebrate Recovery, JC 
United Pentecostal Church, 
6:30 pm

SATURDAYS
Free drive-thru meal for the 
community at JCity Church, 
609 Monroe (begins Oct. 7), 
5:30-6:00

Monthly Events
1ST TUESDAY 
Business Leaders Mtg,  
9:00 am, Andresen’s, 618-
534-0303 or 618-922-8089

1ST & 3RD TUESDAYS 
Lions Club, 6:00 pm, JCity 
Church, 618-922-8005

1ST THURSDAY
Ministerial Alliance Mtg., 
6:00 pm, JCity Center, 504 
E. Broadway, 618-952-1272

2ND & 4TH TUESDAYS 
City Council Mtg., 5:00 pm, 
Scout Cabin, 618-983-6651

3RD MONDAY
Planning Commission Mtg., 
4:00 pm, JCity Church, 618-
983-6651

3RD THURSDAY
Commodity Distribution/
Food Pantry, First United 
Methodist Church, 400 W. 
Broadway, 10am - 1 pm

School Board Mtg., 7:00 
pm, Unit Office, 1113 Grand 
Ave., 618-983-8021

BY PASTOR BARRY ROBERTSON

I personally, hate to see 
summer leave, but we are in 
a new season now. I know 
because my wife says she 
can’t wear white or carry 
a white purse after Labor 
Day. Also, a local restaurant 
is serving pumpkin pie ice 
cream again. We’ll be carv-
ing pumpkins for Hallow-
een shortly.

Did you know you can 
understand the Gospel (the 
Good News of salvation) 
from pumpkin carving? 
And you can teach it to 
your children as you do it.

You can pick out the 
perfect pumpkin and clean 
it up on the outside, but as 
you cut off the top, you no-
tice it’s full of goo. We’re like 
that, only our goo is called 
sin (Romans 3:23, 6:23).

The Good News is that 
God came to Earth, died 
for our sins, and took the 
punishment we deserved 
(Romans 5:8, John 3:16). If 
we will repent and put our 
trust in Jesus (Mark 1:15), 
we can carve two eyes, a 
nose, and a great big smile 
because we are a new cre-
ation (2 Corinthians 5:17).

 Next, we can put in a 
candle and light it because 
we are to let our light shine 
before men so others can 
glorify our Father in Heav-
en (Matthew 5:16).

Pumpkin Carving

Dr. Randy Carney, pastor 
of JCity Church, and author 
of a best seller, will offer a 
7-week workshop entitled, 
“How to Write Your Dream 
Book,” at JCity Center for 
Hope and Renewal, 504 
E. Broadway. The first ses-

sion will commence Tues-
day, October 17, 6:30 pm 
and sessions are scheduled 
weekly, ending Nov. 28.  

“Most people have a 
book inside, but don’t know 
how to get it on paper,” 
Carney claims. The class is 
based on the principles in 
his best-selling book, How 
to Write a Book in 28 Days 

or Less—Without Stress-
ing Yourself to Death. Some 
main objectives of the class 
include developing a writ-
ing plan that practically 
begs you to write your book, 
discovering the secret to 
confident, fast writing, de-
veloping special writing 
“triggers“ to ensure success, 
and much more, Carney ex-
plains. 

Scholarships for the 
class are available from 
JCity Center for those who 
reside within the Johnston 
City school district. To sign 
up for the class or get more 
information including cost, 
contact Pastor Carney at 
618-983-5254 or randy@
jcitychurch.com. 

Randy Carney has created the easy button for new 
and existing authors to impact the world! If you 
really want to write your books quickly and easily, 
overcome writer’s block, and beat procrastination, 
the fast writing techniques presented in this class 
will definitely help.                                   (supplied by author)

Local author to off er book-writing workshop

Check Facebook for calendar updates
facebook.com/JCityCenter

Barry Robertson, pastor 
Washington Avenue 
Baptist Church

“PEACE I LEAVE WITH YOU; MY PEACE I GIVE YOU. I DO NOT GIVE TO YOU AS THE WORLD GIVES. DO NOT LET YOUR HEARTS BE TROUBLED AND DO NOT BE AFRAID.” (JOHN 14:27)
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BY DOUG HANCOCK
October finds middle school 
concluding fall sports 
schedules with JCHS vol-
leyball and cross country 
having a handful of games/ 
meets remaining. Kudos to 
all athletes who have par-
ticipated and represented 
our schools. But in John-
ston City, the fan favorite is 
football—and there is plen-
ty to talk about. 

Coach Todd Thomas has 
literally run over oppo-

nents with a stable of run-
ning backs who have raced 
through opposing defenses 
at will, and the Indians are 
already ensured a winning 
season. But there’s more 
to come as the Tribe has 3 
games remaining on the 
schedule, which could se-
cure another Black Dia-
mond conference title and 
provide JCHS a higher seed 
for a deep run in the state 
playoffs. How deep a run? 

Every postseason squad 
longs for a 5-game winning 
streak to capture the state 
championship—another 
half season of games. But 
as the field narrows and the 
competition stiffens, John-
ston City’s strength lies in 
all those speedsters rather 
than a single ball carrier, 
who could get injured and 
hurt a team’s chances in 
the playoffs. Can lightning 
strike twice at JCHS? By the 

next edition of the Arrow, 
we’ll have an answer. See 
you on the sidelines.

Seniors
The following students will 
be honored on Senior Night:
FOOTBALL: Kegan Baltzell. 
Jude Beers, Keaton Fort, 
Wade Galbraith, Diego 
Garza, Brody Little, Ben 
Morgan, Riley Randolph. 
 

CHEER: Kylee Leinicke,  
Bri Wells. 
GOLF: Gavin Abernathy, 
Ryley McPhail, 
Waylon Woolard. 
VOLLEYBALL*: Carsyn 
Clark, Talyn Frick, Hallie 
Newell, Hope Newell.
DANCE: Ellie Burns. 
BAND: Ava Anderson, 
Megan Hanks,
*Seniors in volleyball to be honored at 
Oct. 10 game.

Deep playoff run ahead? 

Indians secure winning season
FANS REACT as Keaton Fort  
(#12) completes 69 yard TD 
against Fairfield, Sept. 15; 
final score 36-14 
(PHOTO: Shooting Star Sports)

HOMECOMING WEEK EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 11 

Coronation 7:30 pm, Wendell Starrick Gymnasium

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 13  
Parade 3:00 pm

Football Game, kickoff 7:00 p.m.  
Senior Night and Hall of Fame Night

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 14
Homecoming Dance  

Contact high school office for more information.

“THE GRASS WITHERS, THE FLOWER FADES, BUT THE WORD OF OUR GOD STANDS FOREVER.” (ISAIAH 40:8 NKJV)


