
Kids’ Events

SATURDAY, April 8
• Breakfast with the Bunny 

8:00-10:00 am 
Free breakfast for kids, crafts, photo ops,  
sponsored by Legence Bank 
Andresen’s Cafe, 618-983-6991 

• Annual Community Easter Egg Hunt 
1:00 pm 
Arrowhead Park, 618-983-6651
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Another JCHS Grad to Receive $1,000

Lions add 3rd scholarship after fish fry success
The Johnston City Lions raised $1,116 in this year’s 
April 1 fish fry. Funds are earmarked for the club’s 
annual college scholarship program. Club mem-
bers reviewed 17 applications at a recent meeting to 
choose 3 deserving college-bound seniors who each 
will receive a $1,000 scholarship. Club president 
Phil Crosby states, “This may have been our most 
successful fish fry.” According to Crosby, about 16 
members make up the local chapter, and they stay 

busy throughout the year with fundraising activities. 
As part of Lion Clubs International, the local chapter 
provides eye glasses for needy children and adults 
and supports various other charities including JCity 
Center for Hope and Renewal. Regular meetings are 
held on the first and third Tuesdays of each month, 
6:30 pm, in the fellowship hall of JCity Church, 609 
Monroe Ave. Anyone interested in becoming a part of 
the club is welcome to attend. 

JCity Center for Hope and Renewal launches online, print publications  

New nonprofit taps volunteers to fill local news 
void with old, new technology   
It’s been over 30 years since a local newspaper circulated in Johnston 
City. A recent community survey indicates that a majority of residents 
prefer traditional media like newspapers and television for local stories, 
while a growing percentage embrace newer technology such as social 
media and podcasts. JCity Center for Hope and Renewal, Inc., a new non-
profit community development organization launched by JCity Church 
and led by its former pastor, has a vision for bridging the digital divide by 
producing a local news podcast with a companion printed edition. 

Pastor Keith Fletcher and his wife Sarah (Blades) grew up in Johnston 
City, but upon graduation from JCHS in 1977, began a 40-year ministry 
encompassing local church, denominational, and parachurch positions. 
Keith served 14 years as editor-in-chief at Randall House, a Christian 
publisher in Nashville, Tenn., and Sarah was editor/designer for 14 years 
for a national women’s ministry magazine. These experiences prepared 
the couple to return to their home town with the ambition to “inform, 
promote, and unite” their community using multi-faceted communication 
methods.

“We realize this little news sheet cannot measure up to the venerable 
Johnston City Progress,” Keith says of the locally owned, weekly newspa-
per he remembers as a child. The Progress began publication in the early 
1900s and ceased to be a locally produced newspaper in 1971. 

At present JCity Center is staffed by volunteers and supported only by lo-
cal funding. A partner agency, Take Action Today, that shares space at 504 E. 
Broadway (Christian Church’s former parsonage), helped build an in-house 
recording studio for its bimonthly video podcast, “The Recovery Lab.” 

“We pray JCity Arrow News, though a small beginning, will grow in size, 
circulation, and frequency of publication,” Keith stated, acknowledging the 

success of this venture will require increased local interest and support. 
Donations will provide funding, and volunteer reporters, photographers, 
editors, and photojournalists, as well as local distribution points are essen-
tial if this venture continues. The current goal is to publish a monthly print 
edition subsequent to the release of the video podcast on YouTube and 
Facebook. Between issues, short video segments will be released via social 
media, and compiled into the monthly 20-30 minute video podcast. 

To volunteer or contribute to JCity Arrow News, call 618-952-1272, email 
jcitycenter@gmail.com, see the website jcity.center or visit the office in 
person located on Broadway next door to JCity Church.

LION BOB MILLER PREPARES FRENCH FIES FOR 
CLUB-SPONSORED FISH FRY 

An after-school club that began in February at 
Jefferson School endured a location change and 
transportation issues but continues to average 27 
Kindergarten and elementary students (up to fifth 
grade). Good News Club is an outreach of CEF (Child 
Evangelism Fellowship) that provides interested 
students an opportunity to meet after school for bib-
lical instruction. According to the CEF website, the 
organization exceeds 3,000 workers globally, with 
representatives in nearly every country instructing 
over 15 million children each year.

After flood damage at the school prior spring 
break, the club relocated to JCity Church, one of the 

local church sponsors of the program. Randy McIn-
tosh, a retired school custodian, transports Jefferson 
and Lincoln students by church bus to the new loca-
tion. Upon arrival, volunteers (3 are retired educators) 
teach children songs, games, and Bible stories, guided 
by CEF’s curricula. Judith Zanotti, Carolyn Grant, and 
Marta Phillips of Johnston City, and Dennis and Cindy 
Mohr of Herrin supervise the club. All volunteers in 
the program are vetted and trained Bible teachers. 
Good News Club’s remaining meetings are April 17 
and 24. Interested parents may contact Marta Phil-
lips, 618-983-5254, for more information.

“FOR WHOEVER HAS DESPISED THE DAY OF SMALL THINGS SHALL REJOICE…” ZECHARIAH 4:10a ESV “HE IS NOT HERE; HE HAS RISEN, JUST AS HE SAID.” MATTHEW 28:6a NIV

After move, transportation challenge, Good News Club attendance holds




